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It takes a village... to get flashing lights at Hamline/Pierce Butler 
By JAN WILLMS

Flashing lights.
It’s all about the safety of chil-

dren. The combined efforts of the 
community, City of St. Paul and 
Ramsey County have been at work 
to create safer conditions for chil-
dren to walk or bike to school, and 
these efforts have resulted in the in-
stallation of a rectangular flashing 
beacon at the intersection of Ham-
line and Pierce Butler. 

“I have lobbied for four years 
for the intersection to be evaluat-
ed for pedestrian and cyclist safe-
ty,” said parent Susan Sochacki. 
She has students attending Great 
River School at 1326 Energy Park 
Dr. “Parents have been reluctant to 
have their children cross at Pierce 
Butler because of the high volumes 
of traffic and high speeds,” Sochac-
ki said. 

Sochacki, who lives five houses 
west of Hamline, said her family 
uses the intersection to go to Como 
Zoo and the pool. Although sig-
nage has been added to the route 

in the past few years, the flashing 
beacon is the result of studies and 

concerns by all involved. The im-
portance of traffic safety was high-

lighted by a cyclist-auto crash Apr. 
24 of this year.

Sochacki submitted a chronol-
ogy of safety measures that have 
been taken at the Pierce Butler and 
Hamline route dating back to the 
fall of 2013 when some Great River 
students received a grant from Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield to work on the 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) plan.

The mission of SRTS is to ad-
vance safe walking and bicycling to 
and from schools, to improve the 
health and well being of kids of all 
races, income levels, abilities, and 
to foster the creation of healthy 
communities for everyone. Recom-
mendations were finalized in the 
fall of 2014. In December of 2014 
speed zone signs were installed on 
Pierce Butler near Hamline and 
Pierce Butler.

In November of the follow-
ing year, a crosswalk enforcement 
event was held at the intersection 
of Pierce Butler and Hamline Ave. 
Over the next year and a half, 
emails were sent, meetings were 

‘Como Boys’ annual golf tournament Sept. 15 benefits Kids for Kyla
Kids for Kyla helps couples attain the dream of creating a family by providing grants for adoption and infertility treatments 

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
The “Como Boys” believe in 

family, so when the group heard 
about Kids for Kyla, a nonprofit 
organization that gives grants for 
adoptions and infertility treat-
ments, they didn’t hesitate to 
offer their support.

This year, group members 
are organizing the third annual 
Como Boys Legacy Golf Tourna-
ment to benefit Kids for Kyla on 
Fri., Sept. 15. The tournament at 
Island Lakes 9-Hole Golf Course 
in Shoreview costs $75 per golf-
er or $300 per foursome. It will 
be followed by lunch at Patrick 
McGovern’s in St. Paul. For more 
information, email tjdaulton@
gmail.com or call 612-269-8248.

Doing good together
The Como Boys have been meet-
ing for breakfast at the Key’s 
Restaurant at Lexington and Lar-
penteur for 24 years. They start-
ed getting together once a month 
when their kids were young, and 
soon that became twice a month. 
Now they fill up the back of Key’s 
every Thursday from 7-9am. 

Some of  the  guys  have 
known each other since grade 
school at Holy Childhood Cath-

olic Church (on Midway Pkwy. 
and Pascal), including Bob Car-
dinal, Tim Daulton, and Mick 
Detviler. They were bound to-
gether by their neighborhood, 
school, and sports.

Detviler has lived in the area 

for 40 years, and currently has a 
house on the north end of Como 
Lake. He attended Cretin High 
School and then St. Thomas Col-
lege. Detviler spent his career 
working for Coldspring Brewing 
Company. 

Cardinal is back in Falcon 
Heights. He graduated from Alex-
ander Ramsey High School (now 
Roseville High), and earned his 
degree from the University of 
Minnesota before starting a ca-
reer in publishing. 

Daulton grew up in Como 
Park within a block of Keys and 

now lives in Roseville. He gradu-
ated from Murray High School in 
St. Paul and worked in the con-
struction field. 

“This group is invaluable,” 
remarked Daulton. He pointed 
to the varied backgrounds each 
member brings to the table. “You 
come to breakfast and depending 
on what time you come, you’re 
going to sit down with different 
people. It’s stimulating. It’s ad-
dictive.”

“Everything and anything 
that goes on in the Twin Cities—
somebody at the table knows 
something about it,” remarked 
Cardinal. “This is one of the cul-
tural hubs of St. Paul. This is the 
way St. Paul operates.”

“It’s community,” agreed 
Detviler. “You’re connecting peo-
ple.”

In addition to weekly break-
fasts, the group gets together 
year-round. They have two annu-
al events in northern Wisconsin 
that are attended by 20-30 guys. 
“That’s a lot of guys that make 
the effort,” noted Cardinal. “How 
many guys can say they’ve been 
getting together for 45 years?” 

Helping create families
Three years ago, Daulton ap-
proached Detviler and told him 

Continued on page 15

Continued on page 7

Community leaders hold a sign emphasizing pedestrian safety. It took many years of lobbying to get a flashing bea-
con at the high-risk intersection of Hamline Ave. and Pierce Butler Rte. (Photo submitted)

Donations are also accepted online at http://kidsforkyla.com/donate.
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Talking Books Network 
has served the visually 
impaired for 48 years
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In August, the Como Boys gathered on a Tuesday to have breakfast with group member Jerry Hammer, who is the 
general manager of the State Fair. The Como Boys have been meeting together for breakfast for 24 years. They meet 
regularly every Thursday morning at the Key’s Restaurant at Lexington and Larpenteur. (Photo submitted)
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For 48 years Talking Book Network has been serving the visually impaired 
By JAN WILLMS

The first program of its kind 
in the world, Minnesota Radio 
Talking Book Network (RTB) went 
on air in 1969. The program, in 
which volunteers and a few paid 
staff read newspapers, magazines, 
and books to the visually impaired 
over the radio, will for the first 
time in many years be operating 
without its manager, Stuart Hol-
land.

Holland has just stepped 
down from his position at RTB, 
which has its studio at 2200 Uni-
versity Ave., after first joining the 
network in 1986. He has been an 
employee of the state, which funds 
the network, since 1975. 

“That’s a long time,” Holland 
noted, “and there are too many 
things to do that I don’t have time 
for while I am in this job. So I am 
thinking of it as more of a transi-
tion than a retirement.”

The service is available to the 
blind, or someone who is dyslexic, 
suffered a stroke, or as the result of 
an illness or condition is unable 
to read.

“Bill Kling had graduated 
from St. John’s University in 1965, 
went to grad school and returned. 
St. John’s wanted him to start a 
radio station, which he did. The 
station was originally Minnesota 
Educational Radio and then be-
came Minnesota Public Radio,” 
recalled Holland. “Kling could not 
sell advertising for public radio, 
but he thought that maybe Min-
nesota State Services for the Blind 
would like a radio station. C. Stan-
ley Potter, the director of that or-
ganization and a longtime ham 
radio operator, had been thinking 
of how to get such a station. It was 
a perfect meeting of the minds.”

Holland said they spent 1968 
doing contracts, research and hav-
ing discussions, and the program 
went on air in 1969. “Initially, it 
was on the air in St. Cloud and the 
Twin Cities and was a little pater-
nalistic,” he said. The station or-
ganizers thought they had to “take 
care of those poor blind people.”

Holland said it was soon re-
alized that the blind had the same 
interests as everyone else, and 
none of the books or articles read 
are edited in any way. “It is almost 
impossible to find books without 
any sex or violence in them today,” 
he said, “and the visually impaired 
have the same right of access as ev-
eryone else.”

The station operates 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. Programs 
are on automation from 10pm to 
5:30am, with the rest of the time 
being staffed. “We work that late 
because we have volunteers who 
come in, and we need people who 
can help with equipment and just 

be here in case something hap-
pens,” Holland explained.

The station first opened its 
doors in a downtown St. Paul 
building, where the State Services 
for the Blind was located. It then 
moved to 1745 University, into 
what had originally been a factory. 
“That was not a perfect location,” 
Holland recalled. “There were 
eight recording booths and a set of 
steps to get into the building. If we 
had a volunteer in a wheelchair, it 
was tough luck. They would have 
to record at home.”

In 1992 RTB moved to its 
present location, with 20 record-
ing booths designed by the person 
who was the recording engineer 
at the time. It is one of the largest 
recording facilities in the country, 
according to Holland. “It’s won-
derful, and so acoustically insu-
lated,” he added. “”You walk into 
the recording booth, and once the 
door is shut, you cannot hear a 
thing, not even a fire alarm. Blink-
ing lights are used for fire alarms.”

Holland said the number of 
volunteers for RTB doubled be-
tween 1994 and 2001. “That’s be-
cause we started having teams of 
volunteers across the state who 
broadcast their local newspapers,” 
he explained. “They would break 

into our signal once a day and read 
them. Fergus Falls was the first, 
in 1994. Then St. Cloud, Duluth, 
Rochester, Mankato and Grand 
Rapids.”

Currently, there are volunteers 
who read from across the United 
States. “We loan them the equip-
ment they need to do the record-
ing. They do the recordings, then 
send them back to us in the mail. 
It works quite well,” Holland said.

Volunteers are required to 
take an oral reading test. “We ask 
them to get 92% of the vocabulary 
words correct, and we need them 
to know when they have made a 
mistake,” noted Holland. “We all 
make mistakes.”

He said that after reading for 
a long time, volunteers get very 
good or may get sloppy. “We have 
an ongoing quality control person 
who listens to people recording to 
see if they are getting sloppy.”

With recordings coming 
in from all across the United 
States, many local volunteers 
use the studio, and the record-
ing booths are usually full. “We 
have people from all differ-
ent backgrounds who volun-
teer,” Holland said. “we have 
college professors, current or 
past; dermatologists, heart sur-

geons, homemakers, and facto-
ry workers.”

Books are aired serially, one 
hour per day, on RTB. Monday 
through Friday, people will hear 
eleven hours of books, four hours 
of today’s newspapers, and nine 
hours of programming taken from 
around 300 periodicals. Saturdays 
and Sundays only have four books, 
which consist of a self-help book, 
a book of regional interest, a book 
aimed at children 8 to 15, and a 
book of contemporary poetry; the 
rest of the weekend programming 
is periodicals and newspapers.

“We have a  very  broad 
cross-section of books,” Holland 
said, “everything from history to 
romance to political and contro-
versial materials, mysteries, gener-
al fiction and vampire stories. We 
have something for everybody.”

He doesn’t usually select 
best sellers for broadcast because 
the National Library Service cov-
ers those. “I check their list to see 
what is already being covered,” he 
said. “We have a lot of Minnesota 
authors who don’t make it to the 
bestsellers, but are perfectly good 
authors, and we offer them.”

Holland cited a brand new 
option for listeners that he is very 
pleased with. “In 1969, it was as-
sumed that everyone in Minne-
sota should know how to speak 
English,” he said. “There are some 
who still have that belief, but we 
know it’s not a reality. People 
with disabilities get them across 
ethnic groups and languages. We 
also have people who move into 
Minnesota who don’t yet have the 
language.”

Holland said he had been 
thinking about this for a long 
time, and last February he started 
talking with engineers. He said 
there is an archive page on the net-
work’s website with extra space, 

and it occurred to him that read-
ings in other languages could be 
put on that page. “We now have 
volunteers recording in Spanish, 
Hmong, Russian and Somali,” he 
stated. He does not yet have So-
mali and Hmong volunteers but is 
working on it.

“Now people can go to that 
page and find the latest news in 
their language,” Holland added. 
“I consider that to be my signature 
accomplishment for my last year.”

He has seen many changes 
and developments since he start-
ed, when the AP ticker tape would 
print out the latest news. “Once 
the machine started ticking, peo-
ple would run over to the machine 
to check out what was happen-
ing. Then we got computers,” he 
smiled.

During his tenure as manager, 
he has worked under several gover-
nors and commissioners. He said 
what he will miss most from this 
job is his connection with the vol-
unteers.” I tell people when they 
start that they are joining a large 
family of volunteers. They don’t 
all know each other or interact or 
see each other, but many do. And 
we try to give them a few oppor-
tunities during the year to connect 
with each other. I have taught mas-
ter classes for volunteers the past 
17 years.

When he leaves, he hopes to 
take that master class and market 
it as a business. ”There are many 
people who need to do speaking 
as part of their jobs, but they may 
not do it well. I help them do it 
well,” he commented. He is also 
at work on a couple of books, one 
a mystery and one about his col-
lection of German pottery. And he 
may make more use of his theater 
degree and do more acting roles 
once he has stepped down from 
his manager position.

Davis Insurance Inc.
Home - Life - Auto - Business 

Rental - Dental - Vision 
www.TDavisInsurance.com  

651-493-3198

Stuart Holland has just retired as the manager of Minnesota Radio Talking 
Book Network. He joined the organization in 1986. The Network will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary in 2019. (Photo by Jan Willms)
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Thomas Avenue Flats
The Thomas Avenue Flats proj-
ect took another step ahead 
Aug. 2. The St. Paul City Coun-
cil gave preliminary approval 
to the project and authorized 
the Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority (HRA) to issue 
conduit multi-family revenue 
bonds for the affordable hous-
ing project at 1500 Thomas 
Ave.

The project went through 
site plan review with city staff 
on Aug, 29. It isn’t clear wheth-

er any additional zoning chang-
es or variances are needed. It is 

already zoned for multi-family 
use.

The property at the south-
west corner of Thomas and 
Simpson St. was once part of the 
Samaritan Hospital complex. 
It has been open space for de-
cades. In the 1980s, it was de-
veloped into a privately-owned 
sculpture park, which was open 
for the public to enjoy for sever-
al years. Despite pressure from 
neighbors it never became a city-
owned park.

As the property changed 
hands, most sculptures were 
removed, and the gates were 
closed. Different developers 
have looked at the property 
since then, and a few proposals 
have made it to City Hall for re-
view. But none of the other de-
velopment ideas have material-
ized.

The project by the Thomas 
Avenue Flats Limited Partner-
ship/MWF Properties calls for 
a bond issue of up to $9 mil-
lion, for a 51-unit, four-story 
multi-family residential build-
ing. The developers have worked 
with the city for more than a 
year on the project. In summer 
2016 the developers requested 
an initial amount of $1.3 mil-
lion in federal HOME funds to-
ward the project. 

Plans call for underground 
parking, outdoor patio, fitness 
center, lockers, and laundry on 
each floor. 

Agreement reached in dispute
A dispute over storefront resto-
ration and expansion of a histor-
ic University and Raymond ave-
nues building has been resolved, 
as the St. Paul Heritage Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC) 
and Exeter Group LLC resolved 
their disagreement over plans 
for storefront redevelopment at 
2400 University Ave.

The  HPC had denied  a 
bui lding permit  request  in 
June. An appeal to the City 
Council was set to be heard in 
August but was withdrawn.

At issue was how to reha-
bilitate the street-level store-
front spaces. 

Much of the property has 
been transformed from an old 
trucking company and ware-
house into the C & E Lofts 
apartments. The main area that 
has not been redeveloped is 
the storefronts along Univer-
sity. The space has one future 
tenant, a second location for 
the Naughty Greek restaurant.

The s torefront  area  has 
about  6 ,000 square  feet  of 
c o m m e r c i a l  s p a c e .  I t  h a s 
housed many different busi-
nesses over the years and is 
eyed for conversion for two 
new businesses.

The debate over the request 
generated more than 70 emails 
to HPC staff with most focused 
on the prospect  of  the new 
restaurant. But the commission 
doesn’t regulate property use.
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Thomas Avenue Flats affordable housing project receives prelim approval

Development Roundup
By JANE MCCLURE

The St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) and Exeter Group LLC have resolved their disagreement 
over plans for storefront redevelopment at 2400 University Ave. The project can now proceed to the next step.
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Books for Africa receives highest Charity 
Navigator rating for sixth year in a row
Books For Africa (BFA), a non-
profit with offices at 635 Prior 
Ave. N., Suite 110, and in Atlanta, 
GA, has received Charity Navi-
gator’s highest possible rating, 
4-stars, for the sixth consecutive 
year. Charity Navigator is the 
country’s premiere charity evalu-
ator and rates charities on sound 
fiscal management and commit-
ment to accountability and trans-
parency.

“Attaining a 4-star rating ver-
ifies that Books For Africa exceeds 
industry standards and outper-
forms most charities in your area 
of work,” Michael Thatcher, Pres-
ident and CEO of Charity Nav-
igator, wrote in a letter to Pat-
rick Plonski, Executive Director 
of Books For Africa. “Only 5% 
of the charities we evaluate have 
received at least 6 consecutive 
4-star evaluations.

Thatcher said that the rating 

“indicates that your 
organization adheres 
to sector best practices 
and exectues its mis-
sion in a financially 
efficient way.”

BFA had a per-
fect overall rating of 
100, with a financial 
rating of 100 and an 
accountability and 
transparency rating of 
100.  For more infor-
mation go to www.charitynavi-
gator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.
summary&orgid=3373. 

“We are very happy with our 
high rating from Charity Navi-
gator,” Plonski said. “We are 
proud that Books For Africa has 
once again been able to serve the 
students and people of Africa 
by shipping during the past 12 
months a record 3.1 million edu-
cational, library and law books to 

18 different African countries. We 
hope to continue to expand our 
efforts in the years ahead.”

The books shipped this past 
fiscal year (ending June 30), are 
valued at $33 million. Books For 
Africa has also shipped 93 com-
puters and e-readers containing 
223,000 digital books, as well as 
10 new law and human rights li-
braries.

Plonski noted that the Char-
ity Navigator rating came just be-
fore Books For Africa and other 

groups around the world cele-
brated International Literacy Day 
on Sept. 8, sponsored for the past 
50 years by UNESCO, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. 

Books For Africa remains the 
largest shipper of donated text 
and library books to the African 
continent, sending over 39 mil-
lion books to 49 countries since 
its founding in 1988.

Super USA is fined
The Super USA convenience store 
at 1333 Thomas Ave. must pay 
a $200 fine for selling tobacco 
products to an underage person, 
the St. Paul City Council decided 
Aug. 23. The penalty is the first 
under the store’s current owner-
ship. 

Store staff failed a tobacco 
compliance check in June when 
a 16-year-old female came in to 
purchase cigarettes. The young 
woman was not asked to show 
her identification before making 
the purchase, and she was sold a 
pack of cigarettes in violation of 
state law and city ordinance.

City licensing staff routine-
ly do compliance checks to see 
if businesses are selling tobacco 
products to underage customers.

Como funding is accepted
The Como Park Zoo and Con-
servatory will benefit from addi-
tional grant funding, thanks to a 
multi-year Legacy Grant received 
from the State of Minnesota for 
arts and cultural heritage proj-
ects. The St. Paul City Council 
voted to accept the funding in 
August. It was approved earlier 
this year.

Legacy grants are provided 
through a statewide sales tax.

The council resolution pro-
vided that $500,000 in fiscal year 
2018 and $1,500,000 in fiscal 
year 2019, are appropriated from 
the arts and cultural heritage 
fund for education programs, 
habitat enhancements, special 
exhibits, music appreciation pro-
grams, and historical garden ac-
cess, and preservation.

The city must seek quarterly 
reimbursement for grant work.

Healthcare dwellings denied
The St. Paul City Council has 
decided that temporary health-
care dwellings will not be al-
lowed in St. Paul. The council 
voted in August to opt out of 
a 2016 state law allowing the 
small dwellings.

The intent of the law was to 
allow family members to take 
care of an ill loved one at home 
while allowing that person to 
live in a small structure or trail-
er on the home property. The 
law defines “mobile residential 
dwellings” as tiny houses, trail-
ers or pods.

While the law was passed 
with good intentions, cities 
around the state raised red flags. 
One concern is that cities, not 
the state, typically regulate zon-
ing. Another is that it could be 

difficult to permit and track the 
dwellings, to make sure they do 
not become permanent housing. 
The law was written with a pro-
vision that cities could opt out. 
Many cities have chosen to do 
so, with the idea that city offi-
cials could later craft their own 
zoning regulations if they wish.

Several city departments in-
cluding fire, safety and inspec-
tions, and planning and eco-
nomic development studied the 
state law after an interim ban 
was passed almost a year ago. 
One concern is that the tem-
porary structures don’t typical-
ly meet state building, plumb-
ing, and mechanical codes, and 
could pose risks for residents. 

Placement of the temporary 
dwellings too close to homes 
and garages could create fire 
hazards. The temporary units are 
also seen as being inconsistent 
with the city’ housing plans.

Area district councils have 
reviewed the recommendations. 
Most have agreed to support the 
opt-out. Summit Hill Associa-
tion sent a letter in support of 
opting out to the City Coun-
cil. Como Community Council 
asked that the opt-out be recon-
sidered, stating that the state law 
has benefits for families.

No one appeared at an Au-
gust public hearing to speak to 
the issue.

Monitor In A MinuteBy JANE MCCLURE
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• The national Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Exam results admin-
istered by the College Board 
were released over the summer 
and Como students  earned 
hundreds of college credits. AP 
scores are categorized on a five-
point scale for each test taken 
in a particular subject, with col-
leges and universities generally 
awarding credit for scores of 3, 
4 or 5. In total, 333 AP Exams 
taken by Como students earned 
scores of 3 or higher.

The rigor of AP courses and 
the effort put forth by students 
to succeed in them is optimal 
preparation for future college 
studies, regardless of test scores. 
Experience in AP is also favor-
able to students in college ad-
mission decisions, demonstrat-
ing a commitment to challeng-
ing study in courses of a stu-
dent’s interests, according to the 
College Board. 

The College Board also re-
vealed its individual student 
awards which are based on mul-
tiple exams across a variety of 
disciplines being passed at high 
levels. “AP Scholar” status is 
granted to students who receive 
scores of 3 or higher on three or 
more AP exams.

C o m o  A P  S c h o l a r s  i n -
clude: Aiyana Aeikens, Kajsa 
Andersson, Mark Brenner, Jared 
Czech, Adina Degaetano, Artu-
ro di Girolamo, Henrie Friesen, 
Isaac Harker, Mahad Hussein, 
Jacob Kingson, Georgie Kins-
man, Andrei Konieczny, Lizzy 
Larson, Jackson Lee, Song Lee, 
Alice Lightfoot, Max Narvaez, 
Asia Nor, Celia Olson, Duane 
Pawlitschek, Trenton Phillippi, 
Bridget Proper, Serena Raths, Ra-
chel Ruskin, Mario Sanchez-Lo-
pez, Phillip Snoxell, Isak Still-
welljardin, Jack Swartz, Jade 
Walmann, Marie Wulff,  and 
Keleenah Yang.

The AP Scholar with Honor 
award is granted to students 
who earn an average score of 
3.25 on all AP exams taken, 
and scores of 3 or higher on 
four or more of these exams. 
Como AP Scholars with Honor 
include: Theo Axtell-Adams, Eli 
Freberg, Eva Hanson, Hannah 
Lender, Anthony Phelps, Thom-
as Quinn, Ben Schafer, Antero 
Sivula, Emma Wallisch, Chris-
t ian Berger,  Stephen Boler, 
Dylan Brady,  Lucas  Carmi-
chael-Tanaka, Noah Frese, Elea-
nor Harker, Mira Kammueller, 
Jackson Kerr, Joe McCune-Zier-
ath, Jackson Muehlbauer, Vin-
cent Portuese, Gabe Reynolds, 
Shyann Salverda, Josie Scher-
merhorn, Claire Spoonheim, 

Minna Stillwelljardin, Divine 
Uchegbu, and Elianna Wiersma.

National AP Scholar is a 
distinction granted to students 
in the U.S. who earn an av-
erage score of at least 4 on all 
AP exams taken, and scores of 
4 or higher on eight or more of 
these exams. Como’s National 
AP Scholars include: Arlo Beck-
man, Elias Pattison, Hannah 
Rhee, Nate Stover, and Dominic 
Wolters. 

Grace  Commers  earned 
the AP International Diploma, 
which is awarded to students 
who have scored 3 or higher on 
five or more AP Exams in con-
tent areas incorporating world 
languages, world cultures, global 
perspectives, math and science, 
and are applying to schools out-
side of the U.S.

Como’s AP program contin-
ues to grow with more students 
opting to study rigorous courses 
of their choosing at the college 
level in over 20 courses taught 
by College Board certified Como 
teachers.

• 10 Como French students trav-
eled to Belgium and France with 
Mademoiselle Patricia Teefy for 
two weeks of exciting interna-
tional discovery and cross cul-
tural exchange during the sum-
mer break. The trip was made 
possible in part by students re-
ceiving Xperitas Global Scholar-
ships.

Some of the highlight mo-
ments included learning about 
the European Parliament in 
Brussels, taking a high-speed 
train to Paris, exploring mu-

seums such as the Louvre and 
Musée d’Orsay, as well as mon-
uments and historical land-
marks. Eating Belgian Waffles in 
Belgium was also a peak experi-
ence!

The main component of the 
travel adventure was the week-
long family stay in the Atlantic 
coastal city of Nantes. Como 
students used their French and 
gained more confidence in the 
language as they shared daily 
life with their French hosts, 
doing everything from cooking 
a meal, to ocean swimming, to 
exploring the Medieval castle 
of Nantes. International friend-
ships were formed while devel-
oping an appreciation for other 
cultures and increasing global 
awareness.

The Como traveling group 

members were Raiyne Adams, 
Dina Thoresen,  Chloe Hol-
lister-Lapointe, Willow Hol-
lister-Lapointe, Serena Raths, 
Stephanie Nguyen, Jade Wald-
mann, LayLay Zan, Yocelin Mar-
tinez, and Mario Sanchez-Lopez.

• Como’s Academy of Finance 
(AOF) has retained and secured 
new business partners that will 
mentor AOF students across all 
grade levels. The mentors devel-
op relationships with students 
at school and guide them in 
simulations and coursework, 
building toward site visits and 
internship opportunities at their 
workplaces.

AOF partners for this 2017-
2018 school year include Xcel 
Energy, the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Minneapolis, the St. Paul City 
Government, Travelers, Thom-
son Reuters, and the St. Paul 
Public Schools Finance Depart-
ment. 

• Como Park High School’s 
“Link Crew” is composed of 60 
juniors and seniors that volun-
teer to be positive leaders and 
mentors for freshmen. The Link 
Crew welcomed and hosted Co-
mo’s incoming class of 2021 on 
Aug. 31 for an orientation ses-
sion. The Link Crew Leaders 
prepared for the event with two 
days of training that focused 
on community and fellowship, 
leading up to the implementa-
tion of inclusive activities that 
provided the new students with 
a chance to get comfortable and 
make connections before class-
es began. The faculty advisors 
for Como’s Link Crew are Maria 
Cocchiarella and Alisson Hart-
zell.

• Construction of Como’s new 
turf field inside the existing track 
began over the summer, along 
with the addition of classroom 
space to the west wing of the 
building. Unfortunately, con-
struction delays, street repairs, 
and damp conditions have put 
the field’s completion behind 
schedule. Originally scheduled 
for completion by Aug. 18 to 
host this season’s football and 
soccer games, the new turf field 
target completion date is Oct. 
11, according to the project 
managers.

The  bu i ld ing  improve -
ments at Como are part of the 
Facilities Master Plan that the 
St. Paul Public School District 
is currently implementing. For 
more information and images of 
the school design, visit the link 
www.spps.org/Page/22920.

HU chosen as Minnesota’s first Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation site
The Association of American Col-
leges and Universities (AAC&U) 
has chosen Hamline University 
as one of the nation’s first Truth, 
Racial Healing & Transformation 
(TRHT) Campus Center sites. 
Through a competitive process, 
ten institutions in the U.S. were 
selected based on their propos-
als’ ability to create positive nar-
ratives about race, identify and 
examine current realities of race 
relations in their communities, 
envision communities without 
entrenched racial hierarchies, 
and pinpoint levers for change 
and key individuals to engage. 

“Hamline has long taken the 
lead in matters of race, justice, 
inclusion, and equity. We are so 

pleased the AAC&U has recog-
nized this legacy and will help 
support our future vision and 
efforts in these areas,” Hamline 
President Fayneese Miller said. 
“Events in Minnesota and across 
the nation have shone a spotlight 
on how much work is yet to be 
done. These events have also em-
boldened our work and reignited 
our commitment to bring com-
munities together to educate, em-
power, and enact real and lasting 
change.” 

With generous support from 
Newman’s Own Foundation and 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 
AAC&U will guide the develop-
ment of the TRHT Campus Centers 
as part of a multi-year initiative. 

Hamline will receive an ini-
tial award of $30,000 to develop 
and implement visionary plans 
that engage and empower cam-
pus and community stakehold-
ers. Hamline’s planning commit-
tee will work to develop practice 
spaces focused on creating new 
narratives and new relationships 
while naming and honoring 
the ongoing pain and trauma 
wrought by belief in racial hierar-
chy, structural racism, and white 
privilege. Hamline’s central lo-
cation and active connections to 
community partners will allow 
for conversations that include 
racial, social, economic, and re-
ligious diversity, and to share, 
recognize, and learn from others’ 

expertise and experiences beyond 
the traditional university context. 

“In the aftermath of the 
horrific, heartbreaking events 
in Charlottesville, we must not 
be silent. Instead, we must har-
ness our collective intellectual, 
social and financial resources to 
transform words into action,” 
said AAC&U President Lynn Pas-
querella. “AAC&U is thrilled to 
partner with these first ten out-
standing institutions on our way 
to establishing 150 centers across 
the country to ensure that higher 
education is playing a leadership 
role in promoting racial and so-
cial justice.”

Teams from the selected insti-
tutions will participate in a  TRHT 

project meeting this month and 
attend AAC&U’s inaugural Truth, 
Racial Healing & Transformation 
Institute in January 2018 in Wash-
ington, DC. At the TRHT Institute, 
the Campus Centers will devel-
op action plans to advance racial 
healing and will be involved in the 
creation of a related guidebook 
to support the implementation 
of future TRHT Campus Centers. 
This guidebook will be available 
to AAC&U’s network of more than 
60,000 higher education leaders.

Other institutions selected as 
sites for the first TRHT Campus 
Centers are in Texas, Rhode Is-
land, North Carolina, Missouri, 
New Jersey, Georgia, South Caro-
lina, Hawaii, and Maryland.

AP Exam success, French students to Europe, and a new year!

Como Park High School French students spent two weeks immersed in the language while traveling in Belgium and 
France and staying with host families. The students also visited many cultural attractions. The group is pictured here 
in front of the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris. (Photo provided)
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4th Annual Fall Festival
The Hamline Elementary com-
munity  welcomes  famil ies, 
friends, and neighbors to join 
them for the 4th Annual Fall 
Festival on Sat., Oct. 7, from 
12-4:30pm, on the field be-
hind the school at 1599 En-
glewood Ave. This free, fami-
ly-friendly event will include 
l ive  entertainment,  bounce 
house, face-painting, games 
and activities, food for pur-
chase, a bake sale, and a com-
munity expo filled with ven-
dors and exhibitors represent-
ing great local businesses and 
organizations.  All  proceeds 
from the event go towards arts 
and awesome experience pro-
gramming at Hamline Elemen-
tary. Everyone is welcome—
hope to see you there!

School supply success
Thank you, thank you, thank 
you! Because of a generous 
school community and wonder-
ful neighbors, we were able to 
provide 20+ full backpacks and 
enough extra supplies to sup-
port Hamline families who join 
us throughout the year. What 
a wonderful show of love and 
support and a great way to start 
the school year!

Community weave weekend
And while you’re at the Fall 
Festival, be sure to stop by an 
amazing community art proj-
ect  happening on the same 
block, at the same time. After 
almost two years of  dream-

ing and planning, it’s time to 
transform an ordinary fence at 
into an extraordinary work of 
art. Friends and neighbors of 
all ages and abilities are wel-
come to weave colorful strips 
of  fabric  onto the fence in 
front of Hancock Recreation 
Center  under  the  direct ion 
of Twin Cities artist  Denise 
Tennen on Sat., Oct. 7, from 
10am-6pm and Sun., Oct. 8, 
from 10am-4pm. A celebration 
wil l  fol low with oven-fresh 
pizza provided by Hamline 

Church. 
H a m l i n e  E l e m e n t a r y 

i s  honored to partner  with 
amazing local organizations 

to bring this community art 
event to the Midway. The proj-
ect is possible with the gen-
erous financial support from 

Hamline Church, the Hamline 
to  Hamline  Col laborat ion, 
and Midway Men’s Club, and 
logistical support from Ham-
line Midway Coalition, Han-
cock Recreation Center,  and 
Midway Murals. 

This activity is made pos-
sible by the voters of Minne-
sota through grants from the 
Minnesota State Arts  Board 
and the Metropolitan Regional 
Arts Council, thanks to a ap-
propriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund. 

Hamline ECFE 
at Hancock Rec Center
Hamline Elementary has part-
nered with Hancock Recreation 
Center  and St .  Paul  Publ ic 
Schools to bring a free, weekly, 
drop-in program, led by pro-
fessional staff, to the Midway. 
Starting Fri.,  Sept. 15, fami-
lies with children from birth 
to age 5 are welcome to play 
and learn with other families 
at Hancock Recreation Center 
from 11am-12:30pm. No regis-
tration is required, everyone is 
welcome!

As we all shift gears from sum-
mer to fall, the Hamline Midway 
Library at 1558 West Minneha-
ha Ave offers an amazing range 
of arts, science, and literary pro-
gramming for all ages. Stop by to 
check out books, CDs, DVDs, and 
magazines or to surf the Internet 
in one of our neighborhood’s co-
ziest, most welcoming spots!

Preschool Storytimes in En-
glish happen Fridays, 10:30-11am, 
with upcoming events on Sept. 
15, 22, and 29 and Oct. 6, 13, 
and 20. Storytimes feature stories, 
songs, puppets, and more. They’re 
a great way for caregivers to bond 
with children and build social 
skills, listening comprehension, 
letter and number recognition, 
and more. Children of all activity 
levels are welcome!

Sat., Sept. 16, 1:30-3pm, 
the library presents the popular 
Science Saturday program. This 
month’s theme is Balance Cir-
cus! School-aged kids and their 
families are invited to stack ob-
jects, odd shapes, and things on 
rockers and experiment with all 
things balance. Participants can 
also make balancing clowns, talk 
about tightrope walkers, and 
learn about how to make things 
balance in a variety of ways. The 

theme on Sat., Oct. 14 will be 
Spooky Shadows.

The Show and Tell Book 
Club meets Sat., Sept. 23, 1:30-
2:15pm. Kids in first, second, and 
third grades can join librarian 
Shelly to share books and do fun 
literacy activities. 

The library will also host Cel-
ebrate Urban Birds: Make and 
Take Birdfeeders on Sat., Sept. 
23, 3-4pm. Learn about local 
birds, do a citizen science obser-
vation, and make a bird feeder 
to take home. It’s all part of our 
library’s new designation as a Na-
ture Smart library.

On Tues., Sept. 26, 4:30-
6pm, poet Becca Barniskis and 
musician Nick Jaffe will kick off 
the Word and Sound Lab, a se-
ries of open studio workshops 
for youth grades 5-8. Other Word 
and Sound Labs take place Tues-

days, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, 
also from 4:30pm-6pm. (See com-
plete story about Word and Sound 
Lab on page XXXXX)

Jody’s Documentary Film 
Series happens on Wed., Sept. 
27, 1-3pm. This month, Jody 
will host a showing of “My Love, 
Don’t Cross That River” by film-
maker Jin Mo-Young. This docu-
mentary from the award-winning 
PBS POV series focuses on Kang 
and Jo, a couple married for 76 
years. Still living like newlyweds, 
they must now embrace the real-
ities of aging together. Come for 
the film and free snacks, stay for 
the discussion facilitated by Jody. 
This event is a collaboration with 
the Hamline Midway Elders.

The Novels at Night Book 
Club kicks off on Thur., Sept. 28, 
6:30-7:30pm with a discussion 
of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s 

“Americanah.” A young woman 
from Nigeria leaves behind her 
home and her first love to start 
a new life in America. Join other 
fiction enthusiasts for a lively dis-
cussion every fourth Thursday!

On Fri., Sept. 29, 10am-
5:30pm, the library will host 
Under the Sea. Drop in and 
make fun crafts and do activities 
related to the sea.

The new Start a Series Book 
Club launches on Sat., Sept. 30, 
3-4pm with a discussion of Rick 
Riordan’s “Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians: The Lightning Thief.” 
This book club is recommended 
for grades 6-8, and each month 
will focus on discussing the first 
book in a series.

Evening Storytimes start up 
again in October on Tues., Oct. 
3, 6-6:30pm, with additional sto-
rytimes on Oct. 10, 17, and 24. 

These storytimes feature the same 
kinds of stories, songs, puppets, 
and games you’ll find at the day-
time storytimes.

Wed., Oct. 4, 2-3:30pm, the 
library presents the first class of 
ARTful Expression: Acting with 
Teatro del Pueblo. These acting 
classes for adults 50+ will offer 
the opportunity to give a perfor-
mance where you can share your 
newly learned acting skills. The 
first three classes on Oct. 4, 11, 
and 18 are acting lessons. No-
vember 1, 2-3pm is a rehearsal. 
November 8, 6:30-7pm is the 
class performance. Registration is 
required; please stop in at the li-
brary or call 651-642-0293 to sign 
up.

On Sat., Oct. 7, 1-2pm, the 
Saints and Sinners Book Club 
meets to discuss good mysteries. 
Contact volunteer G. Balter for 
book lists and more information 
at gerribalter@gmail.com or 651-
224-5570.

All St. Paul Libraries will be 
closed on Mon., Oct. 9 for staff 
training.

Sat., Oct. 14 is Math and 
Science Day at the library. From 
11:30am-5pm, you can join in 
fun, hands-on math and science 
activities all around the library!

Library helps transition to fall with amazing range of programs

News from Hamline Midway Library
By CARRIE POMEROY

Community fence weaving involves weaving colorful strips of fabric into the 
chain link fence. (Photo provided)

The Hamline Elementary Annual Fall Festival will take place on Sat., Oct. 7, 12-430pm. All proceeds from the 
event go towards arts and experience programming at Hamline Elementary. (Photo provided)

Because of a generous community and wonderful neighbors, Hamline Elementary was able to provide 20+ full 
backpacks and enough extra supplies to support Hamline families. (Photo provided)

Hamline Elementary School
By JESSICA KOPP

Hamline Elementary Fall Festival scheduled for Oct. 7
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he wanted to host a golf tourna-
ment for his daughter’s nonprof-
it—in six weeks. 

When they brought it to the 
larger group over breakfast, ev-
eryone agreed they should offi-
cially sponsor it. 

“It’s one of those things you 
wrap your arms around,” said 
Detviler. “It’s a good idea.”

The various members of the 
Como Boys had participated in 
benefits and fundraisers on their 
own over the years, but the Golf 
Classic was the first they put their 
stamp of approval on as a group.

“What pulls at your coat tails 
is that you’re helping create fam-
ilies,” remarked Daulton. “Fam-
ily to us is such a high priority. 
When you get the opportunity to 
help create families, you’ve really 
got to jump on it.”

Organizers also hope to raise 
awareness about how expensive 
adoption and fertility treatments 
can be.

The first year the benefit 
pulled in $10,000 with 27 golfers 
and another 30 who just came 
to dinner. For the second year, 
Patrick McGovern’s owner Patrick 
Boemer, one of the Como Boys, 
donated the food. They raised 
$15,000 and had 48 golfers. For 
2017, the goal is to raise $20,000 
and serve about 100.

Non-golfers can opt to pay 
$30 for the lunch and reception 
at Patrick McGovern’s that begins 
at noon. 

Daulton and Detviler have 
been working to get everything 
that they need donated, to pass 
along 100% of what is raised to 
Kids for Kyla. Starbucks donated 
coffee, and the Taste of Scandi-
navian bakery donated donuts 
for the 8:30am check-in and so-
cialization time before the 10am 
shotgun start. Others have donat-
ed door prizes and silent auction 
items, or opted to sponsor a hole 
or T-box.

Struggle gives birth 
to nonprofit organization
Kids for Kyla is named after 
Daulton’s granddaughter, a little 
girl who died six days after birth. 

Her  parents ,  Daul ton ’s 
youngest daughter Kim and hus-
band Ryan Mayeda, had strug-
gled with infertility for two years 
before conceiving their “miracle 
baby,” and had already experi-
enced a miscarriage. At birth, 
Kyla didn’t start breathing on 
her own, and the life-threatening 
complication led to brain swell-
ing. The Mayedas made the cou-
rageous decision to donate Kyla’s 
heart to a 62-day-old girl and Ky-
la’s kidneys to an unknown re-
cipient. Then they said goodbye.

They  found themselves 
heartbroken, lost for words, 
numb to the world, still childless 
and facing a pile of medical bills. 

Their dream of having a fam-
ily hadn’t been extinguished, and 
they decided to pursue adoption.

Kim and Ryan got their pa-
perwork completed, home study 
finished and all of their classes 
done. They were chosen by a 
birth mom on July 21, 2010, and 
on Aug. 21, she gave birth to a 
baby boy. In Colorado, parents 
sign papers on the fourth busi-
ness day following birth. On 
the third day, the birth mom 
changed her mind and wanted 
the baby back. They were dis-
couraged that they no longer 
had the finances to go through 
another adoption, making the 
loss and the heartache even 
worse. But their agency was gra-
cious and willing to keep work-
ing with them. In October 2010, 

Kim and Ryan were chosen by 
another birth mom, a young girl 
in the foster system. The agen-
cy said that it was a virtually a 
done deal. On their way to the 
hospital on Nov. 5 to meet the 
baby girl the agency called, and 
told them the birth mom had 
changed her mind. It was anoth-
er loss.

On Dec. 31, 2010, the last 
day of the worst year of Ryan and 
Kim’s life, a little girl was born. 

Five weeks later, after all 
legal risk was cleared, they went 
and met little Makyla Joy for the 

first time and brought her to her 
forever home. Makyla was the 
answer to countless prayers, late 
nights and shed tears.

A year and a half later, Kim 
became pregnant again. Because 
of the journey with Kyla, the next 
nine months were full of anxiety, 
hope, fear, joy, and confusion. 
But on May 27, 2013, Kim deliv-
ered a healthy baby boy, Asher 
Timothy Masayuki Mayeda.

The Mayedas know the emo-
tional stress on a marriage that 
both infertility treatment and the 
adoption process can cause, as 
well as how the financial stress of 
it all can make things feel hope-
less. So after the disruption of 
the adoption, the couple decided 
to start Kids For Kyla in honor of 
their little girl Kyla. The founda-
tion has been a way for Kim and 
Ryan to reach out and help peo-

ple who are walking down a very 
difficult and often lonely road.

The average domestic adop-
tion costs between $25,000-
$35,000 and the average inter-
national adoption costs between 
$35,000-$50,000. Couples going 
through infertility treatments, 
on average, will spend between 
$10,000-$40,000 before having 
a child. 

Financial struggle is the sin-
gle largest reason that couples 
struggling with having children 
may never realize the dream of 
a family, pointed out R. Mayeda.

“It is our belief that there 
is nothing more important or 
sacred than family,” said R. 
Mayeda. 

In the past six years, Kids for 
Kyla has given nearly $50,000 in 
grants to families in Minnesota 
and Colorado.

The money at the Como 
Boys golf tournament raised 
will help create an endowment 
fund for Kids for Kyla, enabling 
the money people donate to 
keep giving for years to come. 
Donations are also accepted on-
line at http://kidsforkyla.com/
donate.

“Tell everybody you know. 
Pass it along. Tell your friends 
about what  we’re  t rying to 
achieve,” said Cardinal. “It’s a lit-
tle golden gem. We’re trying to 
make a lot of jewelry from the 
gold.”

Como Boys
Continued from page 1

Since the Como Boys started having breakfast at Key’s Restaurant at Larpenteur and Lexington, Connie Gott-Mc-
Coy (left) has been their regular waitress. Also pictured: Mick Detviler, Tim Daulton, and Bob Cardinal. (Photo by 
Tesha M. Christensen)

Tim Daulton and his youngest daughter Kim enjoy a day on the golf course 
to raise money for Kim’s nonprofit Kids for Kyla. The annual Como Boys 
Golf Tournament raises money for Kids for Kyla, which provides grants to 
couples pursuing adoption and infertility treatments. (Photo submitted)

“This group is invaluable. 
You come to breakfast and 
depending on what time 
you come, you’re going 
to sit down with different 
people. It’s stimulating. 
It’s addictive.”

– Como Boys member  
Tim Daulton



Page 8 September 2017  •  Monitor  •  www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

Career Pathways charter school moves to Hamline Midway
Move brings students closer to job opportunities and partnerships with local businesses and organizations
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

A small charter school fo-
cused on developing career path-
ways in middle and high school 
has moved to the Hamline-Mid-
way neighborhood.

Career Pathways opened its 
doors to students on Sept. 6 at its 
new location, 1355 Pierce Butler 
Rt. 

The charter school, which 
opened in the 2015-16 school 
year, was formerly located in the 
Whittier neighborhood of South 
Minneapolis. Last year it had 95 
students and 17 staff members. 
With a larger building this year, 
staff members hope to expand by 
20 to 30 students this year.

However, the school intends 
to remain small and has capped 
its enrollment at 175. 

“Our advisory based groups 
are mixed age, and with so many 
staff, classes are small,” remarked 
Career Pathways Executive Direc-
tor Joan Arbisi Little. “We will 
always be a small school with 
small classes.”

A graduate of St. Paul Open 
School, Arbisi Little is a strong 
believer in experiential learn-
ing—learning about something 
by doing it. “With our focus on 
career pathways, we help kids 
stay focused on discovering their 
own strengths and future oppor-
tunities,” said Arbisi Little. “We 
are a small international school 
where all are welcome and where 
all students and staff are known. 

“As a public school, we are 
open to all students. Students 
and parents are attracted to our 
small size and our focus on job 
readiness.”

Focus on real world skills
The original board chose to start 
a career and college-orientated 
school where students could 
have early and consistent expo-
sure to the ideas that would grow 
naturally into plans for post sec-
ondary education. 

Students participate in a va-

riety of programs that focus on 
real world transferable skills, in-
cluding critical thinking, prob-
lem-solving, interpersonal, and 
the “soft skills” that make one a 
strong team member.

One of the reasons for re-
locating to the Hamline-Mid-
way neighborhood was to put 
students near a wide variety of 
industries and post-secondary 
schools where students can par-
ticipate in internships, jobs, and 
postsecondary education oppor-
tunities (PSEO).

“We are thrilled to be in the 
Hamline-Midway neighborhood 
because the community has so 
many opportunities to offer our 
students,” stated Career Pathways 
School Board Member Liz Lonet-
ti. “The building will allow us 

to create workshop, aquaponics, 
and technical training labs in and 
around the school.”

Business leaders who would 
like to partner with the school 
are encouraged to contact Career 
and College Counselor, Amina 
Adan, at amina@cpathmn.org.

Education beyond four walls
Part of the school’s mission is to 
connect students to the greater 
community around them. “It ex-
tends education beyond the four 
walls of a school and enriches 
learning,” remarked Arbisi Little.

One of those programs is 
Street Law, which partners with 
local law schools to send their 
students into high schools as vol-
unteers who present on law topics 
and how students can leverage the 
protections of the law and under-
stand its limits. 

YouthBuild offers students 
the opportunity to learn about the 
building trades. The organization 
provides mentoring and job site 
construction opportunities.

Resources Inc. hires Career 
Pathways students to work in the 
school as lunch servers and help-

ers. This program is especially 
good for students who don’t feel 
confident going out into the com-
munity to work, remarked Arbisi 
Little. 

Students who are interested 
in concurrent enrollment work 
with Lake Superior College to take 
courses at Career Pathways with an 
approved teacher or online. Psy-
chology is a favorite for juniors 
and seniors.

One of the graduation re-
quirements is having a resume on 
file. “Students have enthusiastically 
caught on how to phrase job ex-
periences in resumes, and I think 

they see how much potential they 
have when their hard work is writ-
ten out, and they look up things 
they can learn to improve their re-
sume,” said Arbisi Little.

Each student is also required 
to work a minimum of 40 hours 
as a volunteer or in a real job be-
fore graduation, and to create a 
post-graduation plan. The school 
maintains contact with the super-
visor to make sure that things go 
well for both the student and the 
partnering organization, according 
to Arbisi Little.

Another unique feature at Ca-
reer Pathways is Genius Hour—a 
time where community experts 
come in to offer special opportu-
nities.

There’s also the Maker-Space, 
a place where students can go to 
build and create art or prototypes. 
“It looks a lot like an art studio at 
this time, but we envision it grow-
ing to be more of a shop class,” 
said Arbisi Little.

Design Thinking, the process 
of defining a problem, empathiz-
ing with the audience, brainstorm-
ing solutions, creating prototypes, 
testing, and launching the solu-
tion, is another unique feature of 
the charter school.

Career Pathways is a teacher 
led-school, with teachers making 
decisions in a democratic way. 
“Like a dentist clinic or law of-
fice, the professionals who work 
with the clients (in our case the 
students) make the decisions,” ex-
plained Arbisi Little. “As the execu-
tive director, it is my responsibility 
to support their decisions carefully 
watching student achievement, fi-
nancial stability, and community 
relations.”

Landlord Raj Saraf (left), Career Pathways Executive Director Dr. Joan Ar-
bisi Little, and school board member and teacher Liz Lonetti sign the lease 
on the new building at 1355 Pierce Butler Rt. (Photo submitted)

Eight of Career Pathways’ 11 licensed teachers at a summer symposium in July 2017. Teachers used the time to 
make plans for the new school year. (Photo submitted)

Continued on page 9
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90% of students are bilingual
Some of the founding leaders of 
Career Pathways were immigrants 
and helped make sure that bilin-
gual students would get a strong 
foundation before going to college 
and joining the work force. 

A third of the students at Ca-
reer Pathways are ESL learners, and 
close to 90% are bilingual. 

“We offer newcomers a shel-
tered environment where they can 
learn the language and the culture 
alongside their peers while being 
supported by staff who have been 
through similar experiences,” re-
marked Arbisi Little.

Individualized graduation plans
At Career Pathways, staff members 
work with each student to cre-
ate an individualized graduation 
plan. “We sit with each student 

and help them prepare for gradu-
ation by listening to their dreams, 
helping them chart out goals and 
designing a plan for graduation,” 
said Arbisi Little.

Staff members identify the 
standards students need to meet 
and what unfinished graduation 
requirements are on a student’s 
transcript. Then they plan a stu-
dent’s schedule combining inter-
ests with project-based learning, 
more traditional “core” classes, 
and, when appropriate, blended 
or online learning. 

“Many of our students have 
college aspirations; those students 
can enroll in PSEO  and other col-
lege readiness options,” stated Ar-
bisi Little.

“Other students are excited 
to start working, so we provide 
mock-interviews and resume help, 
and connect them with volunteer 
organizations to help them im-
prove their resume. 

“In addition, we often have 
students that are working part 
time and need their jobs. We un-
derstand that work experiences 
have taught these students many 
skills, and we give them work 
credit.”

All students are required to 
meet the same requirements that 
the Minnesota Department of Ed-
ucation has set for public school 
students through out the state. 

Career Pathways is a mem-
ber of the Minnesota State High 
School League (MSHSL) and part-
ners with two other area charter 
schools for athletics. The girls and 
boys soccer teams are just getting 
started, and basketball teams will 
be forming later in the fall. 

Middle school grades 6 

through 8 have a Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) focus with opportunities 
for hands-on learning to prepare 
students for high school while 
opening their eyes to career pos-
sibilities.

The benefits of a combined 
middle and high school include 
the inter-age learning opportuni-
ties. Groups of students of all ages 
learn cooperatively and from each 
other and create an atmosphere of 
respect and empathy.

For  more  in fo rmat ion , 
browse www.cpathmn.org.

School board member and teacher Liz 
Lonetti and two juniors hang out near 
the Welcome Desk. (Photo submitted)

Minneapolis College of Art and Design President Jay Coogan looks at art with Career Pathways middle school stu-
dents on a college visit last year. (Photo submitted)

Career Pathways 2017 graduates with social studies teacher Francis Free-
man. In all, there were 45 students in the class of 2017. (Photo submitted)

Career Pathways
Continued from page 8
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William Kent Krueger publishes 16th book in Cork O’Connor series
By JAN WILLMS

Local award-winning author 
William Kent Krueger has just 
published his 16th Cork O’Con-
nor novel, “Sulfur Springs.” 
O’Connor, the Irish-Ojibwe pro-
tagonist of Krueger’s mystery se-
ries, usually is solving crimes in 
the North Country of Minnesota. 
But this book is set in the desert 
of Arizona.

“When you write a long-run-
ning series, one of the major 
concerns you have is ‘Am I get-
ting stale? Are the stories getting 
stale?’ You also want, if you can, 
to offer the readers something 
unexpected and refreshing,” 
Krueger said during a recent in-
terview. “Cork has been in Min-
nesota for almost every book. I 
took him out of Minnesota last 
in book # 9, and this is book 
#16, so he’s been in the state for 
a long time.”

Krueger said that one of the 
things that could help refresh 
him as a writer and keep things 
fresh for his readers is to change 
the location. “I wanted to offer 
Cork something different than 
what he’s been challenged by 
before,” he said. He added that 
he knows a change of location, 
where readers expect a certain lo-
cale, cannot be too dramatic or 
they won’t want to go there. “I 
think if I had had Cork in New 
York City or San Francisco, read-
ers wouldn’t be as anxious to 
follow. But offering them Cork 
battling the environment, the to-
pography, the weather and the 
cultural differences of Arizona 
would be offering the readers a 
lot of what I give them in Min-
nesota.”

His  new book revolves 
around the Arizona-Mexico bor-
der and the immigrants crossing 
into the United States and what 
befalls them. And Cork, his main 
character, finds himself in the 
midst of what emanates from 
these crossings.

“My wife and I spend time 
in Arizona every year, so I know 
something of the state,” Krueger 
stated. “And there’s another rea-
son for this locale. I am passion-
ately committed to the idea that 
as a nation we need to look at 
opening our arms and the doors 
of our hearts to refugees who 
want to come here, to find peace 
and safety. The whole border 
wall issue is a powerful one for 
me, so Arizona seemed to meet a 
lot of my needs, both artistically 
and in terms of my conscience.”

Krueger said he does not 
necessarily respect the political 
side of the immigration issue, 
as he would like to see a lot of 
politicians speaking out about 

it who are not doing so. But he 
does respect the people who are 
on the line and are asked to do 
things they might not agree with. 
He said he believes these people 
are trying to do their jobs as hu-
manely as they can.

Regarding the border patrol, 
Krueger said he learned of many 
who are doing their best to make 
sure folks don’t die when coming 
across the border. “They have to 
arrest them, and the legal course 
has to be run, but they don’t 
have to treat these people bad. 
They don’t have to turn their 
hearts to stone, and that’s the 
sense I got from so many.”

Krueger explained that Sul-
fur Springs required a lot of re-
search, but it was research that 

he loved. “This is one of my fa-
vorite books in terms of research, 
for lots of reasons,” he noted. “I 
never write a story set in a place 
or in a particular time without 
having been in that place at that 
time. Sulfur Springs takes place 
in July in the middle of the So-
noran Desert. So where was I last 
July? I was in the middle of the 
Sonoran Desert with my wife 
and with my 11-year-old grand-
son.”

Krueger said that he had 
been contacting the Border Pa-
trol officials for a second string 
of research but had received no 
response, so he decided to try 
and find some of them out in 
the desert doing their jobs and 
talk with them. “I was out there 

where they had these big signs 
posted saying ‘Danger! Drug 
Smuggling Area! Your Life Could 
Be In Danger!’ And I had my 
11-year-old grandson with me. 
I don’t know what I was think-
ing!”

He spotted a Border Patrol 
vehicle and pulled over and went 
to talk to them. “The guys I talk-
ed to were not particularly excit-
ed at first to see me approach-
ing their vehicle, but I had this 
kid with me, and because he was 
with me they opened up to me 
in ways that I think they would 
not have otherwise,” Krueger ex-
plained. “They afforded me lots 
of marvelous insights into what 
they do.”

He found the same type of 
experience when he sought out 
humanitarian organizations that 
left food, water, blankets, cloth-
ing, and shoes in the desert for 
immigrants. “When I first talk-
ed with some of these organiza-
tion representatives, they were 
hesitant to share some of their 
horror stories because I had my 
grandson present. But his ques-
tions were so intelligent and his 
responses so compassionate, they 
opened up to us. He had a tre-
mendously unique and, I hope, 
educational experience.”

When writing his series of 
books about Cork, Krueger has 
never given him a solid physical 
description, although he goes 
into detail in his descriptions of 
many of the adjunct characters. 
“I want the readers to see Cork 
from the inside,” he said. “They 
need to know him psychologi-
cally, spiritually and emotion-
ally—that’s what is important. 
And I want them to visualize 
Cork physically in whatever way 
makes sense.

Krueger said that what in-
terests him about his main char-
acter exists on two levels: it is 
what is there physically affecting 
him and how he will respond to 
this physical challenge, and it is 
also how he is emotionally re-
sponding. “What is Cork think-
ing? What is the degree to which 
he will use physical force as op-
posed to cunning? And that pro-
cess, I think, is as dynamic as any 
action that takes place. He is a 
thinking hero.”

Regarding what is  most 

important to writing a story, 
Krueger recalled something F. 
Scott Fitzgerald once said: “Char-
acters are the plot, and the plot is 
character.”

“A good story can’t survive 
without all the elements working 
in conjunction, in unison with 
one another,” Krueger said.

He believes that relation-
ships are at the heart of Sulfur 
Springs. He described relation-
ships among people who are 
dedicated to doing the right 
thing, and those who prey upon 
others. “It’s about people,” he 
said simply.

“Setting is also such a strong 
part of every story that I write, 
so I spend a lot of time trying to 
create a powerful sense of place. 
And I try to use that sense of 
place in the way I would use a 
character,” Krueger continued. 
“The desert challenges Cork in 
a way that an antagonist might 
challenge him, and Cork has to 
figure out this thing that he is 
battling. What is its spirit? How 
does he approach it? How does 
he deal with it, accept it and cre-
ate a relationship with it?”

Krueger is now doing book 
tours with his just-published 
book, and he just finished the 
first draft of the next Cork novel, 
“Desolation Mountain.” This 
book brings Cork back to the Ar-
rowhead in Minnesota, and the 
manuscript is due to Krueger’s 
publisher by Dec. 1. He is also 
working on writing “Tender Mer-
cies,” a companion novel to his 
multi-award winning work of fic-
tion, “Ordinary Grace.” “I’m real-
ly, really pleased with the manu-
script so far,” Krueger noted. That 
book is scheduled for publica-
tion in the fall of 2019.

Krueger said that he doesn’t 
feel much has changed since he 
wrote his first Cork O’Connor 
novel, but he can’t imagine that 
after 18 years of contemplat-
ing things with Cork he hasn’t 
learned a thing or two.

“ O n e  t h i n g  t h a t  h a s 
changed for me is that I feel 
more confident in myself as a 
writer,” he stated. “I don’t sec-
ond-guess myself. I know Cork 
pretty well, and the people who 
surround him, so the stories are 
less difficult for me to realize 
than they used to be.”

William Kent Krueger’s new book revolves around the Arizona-Mexico 
border and the immigrants crossing into the United States and what befalls 
them. (Photo by Jan Willms)
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In Our Community
Monitor

School Fall Festival 
scheduled Oct. 7
Hamline Elementary School, 
1599 Englewood Ave., will hold 
their Fall Festival at the school on 
Sat., Oct. 7, 12-4:30pm. 

This is a free, family-friendly 
community event complete with 
entertainment, bouncy houses, 
fun and games, a bake sale, food 
for purchase, and more activi-
ties—including two public art 
events happening on the same 
day, on the same block. 

The festival is a great place to 
connect with the community in 
support of Hamline Elementary 
School. Admission is free for 
everyone, and everyone is wel-
come.

NAMI holds partner 
support group
NAMI Minnesota (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) is 
sponsoring a support group spe-
cifically for partners or spouses of 
someone who lives with a mental 
illness. The Partners & Spouses 
support group meets on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm, at Falcon Heights United 
Church of Christ, 1795 Holton 
St. (Holton and Garden). For 
more information, call Melissa 
at 651-354-0825 or Sara at 763-
350-6502.

Adult Day Care opens 
at Jehovah Lutheran
Unity Adult Day Care Center LLC 
will open this month at Jehovah 
Lutheran Church (1566 Thom-
as) to care for adults with a doc-
umented disability or assessed 
need for daytime supervision. 

The startup, owned by De-
besay Girmalul and Woyneshet 
Bedorek of St. Paul and Aziza 
Ibrahim of Newport, MN, is ini-
tially licensed to care for up to 49 
individuals. The center will oc-
cupy existing space in the church 
building’s education wing.

Information is available by 
calling Unity Adult Day Care at 
651-237-5055 or go online to 
www.unityadultdaycare.com.

Drumming test drive 
planned Sept. 17-23
The Women’s Drum Center, 
2242 University Ave. W., invites 
the public to try out their classes 
during a special week-long “test 
drive” event. During the week 
of September 17-23, percussion 
enthusiasts are invited to attend 
participating, new-to-you class-
es for free. Attend as many of 
the featured classes you’ve never 
taken before as you like. All they 
ask is that you come prepared 
to have fun and let them know 
what you think of the classes you 
attend. They’ll supply the drums 

(but feel free to bring your drum 
if you have one). Registration is 
required. Class details and reg-
istration are available online at 
www.womensdrumcenter.org/
programs/special-classes-work-
shops.

Don’t have a chance to take 
a class, but want to see what the 
Drum Center is up to? There 
will be a Showcase and Recital at 
the Center Sat., Sept. 23, starting 
at 6:30pm with a welcome and 
introductions, a performance at 
7pm, followed by a dessert recep-
tion at 8pm.

 

Fall Bazaar, meatloaf 
dinner scheduled
Come for the bazaar—stay for 
dinner! 

C o m o  P a r k  L u t h e r a n 
Church, 1376 Hoyt Ave. W., has 
scheduled its Fall Bazaar from 
9am to 4pm on Sat., Oct. 14. 
Look for lefse, baked goods, pick-
les, dill beans, beets, jams, jellies, 
embroidered dish towels made 
by the Como Park Ladies, and 
craft tables with jewelry, hand 
knit and quilted items, soaps, 
holiday decorations, and much 
more! The Coffee shop will be 
open from 9am to 2pm serving 
coffee, tea, and baked treats. 

The Block Nurse Fundraising 
Meatloaf Dinner, including meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
roll, salad, dessert, and beverage 
are on the menu. Tickets are $9 
for adults and $4.50 for children 
11 and up. Dinner is Sat., Oct. 14, 
4:30-6:30pm.

Sparky show closes 
until summer 2019
Sparky took her final bow on 
Labor Day. Because of the ex-
treme makeover of Sparky the sea 
lion’s home at Como Zoo, there 
will be no Sparky Show until the 
new habitat is open in 2019. 

The new, world-class habitat 
will provide a unique and im-
mersive northwest coastal visitor 
experience and a year-round in-
door and outdoor use that will 
meet or exceed all regulatory and 
collection management require-
ments. 

The concept for the project 
features two saltwater pools with 
above and below water viewing, 
along with an improved amphi-
theater experience for guests. 
One of the most important fea-
tures of the new habitat focuses 
on the training of the animals. 

With the new habitat, oppor-
tunities for operant conditioning 
training of the pinnipeds will 
increase and offer better views 
for our visitors to experience the 
training. There will be opportu-
nities for individual attention, as 
well as opportunities to work on 
advanced husbandry behaviors to 
further the animal welfare for the 
collection.

“As with recent renovations 
at Como, it’s not about getting 

bigger it’s about doing what we 
do better,” explains Michelle 
Furrer, Como’s Campus Manag-
er. “We want to ensure that, for 
generations to come, Sparky will 
be an ambassador for conserva-
tion and education. To do this, 
updates are needed.”

The Sparky Show finished up 
its 61st year.

Como Clinic takes 
unused medications
HealthPartners Como Clinic, 
2500 Como Ave., now accepts 
unused medications from the 
public. It is one of eleven Health-
Partners or Park Nicollet clinics 
that have boxes to dispose of 
medications, including opioids. 

About one in three patients 
with an opioid prescription said 
they shared the medication with 
other people. About three out of 
four people who use heroin start-
ed with prescription painkillers. 

Medicines in the home are 
the second leading cause of acci-
dental poisoning. Experts say 
most treatment plants cannot 
remove medications from city 
water. If they are not disposed of 
properly, medications can harm 
the health of fish, frogs and other 
wild life. They can also end up in 
our drinking water.

Jehovah resumes 
Wednesday suppers
Jehovah Lutheran Church, 1566 
Thomas Ave., will resume its 
Wednesday night fellowship 
meals from 5:30-6:30pm on 
Sept. 20 and 27; Oct. 4, 11, 18 
and 25; and November 1, 8 and 
15. Dinners are free and open 
to all. A free-will offering is wel-
come.

Information is available by 
calling the church at 651-644-
1421. The church entrance is 
handicapped accessible.

News from Hamline 
Midway Elders
Annual Lasagna Dinner & Si-
lent Auction—All Hamline Mid-
way residents are invited to this 
annual community event to be 
held on Fri., Sept. 22, 5-7pm, in 
the Community Room at Ham-
line Church United Methodist, 
1514 Englewood Ave. Chef Erik 
Hendrickson will prepare meat 
(beef) and vegetarian lasagna 
along with dairy free and gluten 
free pasta options. You can also 
enjoy salad, bread and a variety 
of desserts. Volunteer Cathy Lue 
will provide musical (piano) en-
tertainment. Tickets are $5 for se-
niors and children under 10, $10 
for all others in advance, and $12 
at the door. Folks attending can 
also bid and purchase a variety of 
silent auction items. All proceeds 
from this event benefit Hamline 
Midway Elders and the neighbor-

hood older adults whom they 
serve. 

Open House in Frogtown—
Everyone is invited to an Open 
House event in the western Frog-
town neighborhood on Fri., Sept. 
15, 1:30-3:30pm. The event will 
be held at the West Minnehaha 
Recreation Center, 685 W. Min-
nehaha Ave. Hamline Midway 
Elders (HME) is trying to spread 
the word about their program to 
the newest part of their service 
area to attract more older adults 
to serve along with more volun-
teers and community partners 
to assist their program. This free 
event will include homemade 
snacks (made by neighborhood 
elders), hand massages, blood 
pressure checks, and a book give-
away (courtesy of their friends at 
Green Books). 

Tai Chi Class—A new eight-
week series of Tai Chi classes be-
gins on Mon., Sept. 18, 11am to 
noon, in the Fireside Room at 
Hamline Church United Meth-
odist. Reliable accounts attribute 
the development of Tai Chi to a 
17th century retired Chinese sol-
dier. Also known as shadow box-
ing, Tai Chi was, and remains, a 

complete form of exercise that 
develops the practitioner’s men-
tal concentration, breathing, 
and actions. Tai Chi is a gentle 
exercise that increases flexibility 
and strength; improves balance; 
and reduces the pain and stiff-
ness of arthritis. Volunteer Kathy 
Carlson, an experienced Tai Chi 
instructor, will lead these free 
classes, and individuals with or 
without Tai Chi class experience 
are encouraged to attend.

Exercise Class—Volunteer 
Joni O’Connell has led a spring 
and fall exercise class series for 
the past 11 years. The series this 
fall occurs on Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoons from 2 to 3pm 
through Nov. 2. Classes are held 
in the Fireside Room at Ham-
line Church United Methodist. 
O’Connell utilizes her unique 
Irish sense of humor to create a 
welcoming and motivating at-
mosphere. New attendees are al-
ways welcome at any of these free 
classes. 

Knitting Group—The week-
ly knitting group will resume 
on Monday afternoons starting 
Sept. 18. The knitters meet from 

Continued on page 12

Fleck and Pitino make Como debut

‘Row the Boat’ or make a ‘Fast Break’ over to Como Zoo to see a 
bromance sure to bring a winning record of cuteness. Como Zoo 
has named its twin baby male emperor tamarins, born Aug. 8, 
“Fleck” and “Pitino” after the new University of Minnesota foot-
ball coach P.J. Fleck and the University of Minnesota basketball 
coach Richard Pitino.

While they aren’t cute Golden Gophers, there is a shared dis-
tinction amongst them all: The emperor tamarins are the youngest 
creatures at the zoo, and Fleck and Pitino are the youngest foot-
ball and basketball head coaches in major college sports. 

Fleck and Pitino are the 5th and 6th babies born to par-
ents Lara and Roger. The gender of the twins usually takes sever-
al weeks to determine with absolute certainty. Along with Lara 
and Roger, Fleck and Pitino join brothers Luke and Chewbacca 
(Chewy) at Como Zoo.

After birth it is a male, usually the father, who will carry the 
babies on his back for the first 6-7 weeks. The fathers do the ma-
jority of the care-taking, usually only handing the infants over to 
the mother for nursing. Siblings often help the father carry the 
infants.

Typically, the gestation period lasts 140-145 days; usually 
yielding two, sometimes three young. Emperor tamarins are quite 
rare in zoos, with only 28 individuals currently in U.S. zoos. Em-
peror tamarins are usually between 9-10.5 inches in body length 
with a tail length of around 15 inches. Adult tamarins weigh 
about 1 pound full-grown; the twin babies weigh approximately 
40 grams, about the size of a mini candy bar. Their most distinct 
physical feature is their long, white, drooping mustache.
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1-3pm at Hamline Church Unit-
ed Methodist. Hamline Midway 
Elders provides the yarn and 
needles along with some light 
snacks. The participants work on 
projects, such as making shawls 
to be donated to a local hos-
pice or blankets for a child care 
center. But it has also become a 
nice social gathering for a group 
of 10-12 elders and new partici-
pants are welcome.

Reading Buddy—HME’s 
partnership with Hamline Ele-
mentary School and the Reading 
Buddy Program was very success-
ful this past winter and spring. 
The third-grade students enjoyed 
reading to neighborhood elders, 
and the older adults loved the 
interaction with the children. So 
we’re expanding the program this 
school year to twice per month. 
We invite elders to be a Reading 
Buddy at Hamline Elementa-
ry School on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month from 
10:45 to 11:30am beginning Sept. 
20. No experience needed, just a 
desire to interact with students.

Jody’s Documentary Film 
Series—On Wed., Sept. 27, 1pm, 
for the POV film titled “My Love, 
Don’t Cross That River” will be 
screened at Hamline Midway Li-
brary. No registration is neces-
sary, just enjoy the documentary, 
some snacks and a lively discus-
sion after the film led by Jody 
Huber.

Walking Club—The HME 
Walking Club continues to meet 
weekly on Wednesdays at 11am. 
Meet in the parking lot of Ham-
line Church United Methodist, 
and get some fresh air and exer-
cise, conversation with friends, 
a l l  while  the group s t rol ls 
through our beautiful commu-
nity! 

For more information - on 
any of the above items please con-
tact Tom Fitzpatrick at Hamline 

Midway Elders at 651-209-6542 
or tom@hmelders.org.

Co-ed Drum Circle 
scheduled Sept. 22
The Women’s Drum Center, 2242 
University Ave. W., will present 
a Co-ed Drum Circle on Fri., 
Sept. 22, at 6:30pm. Percussion, 
rhythm, and freedom of expres-
sion will be explored. The cost is 
$10 at the door, and all experience 
levels are welcome. Drums are 
provided. Info and registration 
can be found at www.womens-
drumcenter.org.

Keystone schedules 
senior events
The Keystone Senior Center, lo-
cated at the Merriam Park Com-
munity Center, 2000 St. Anthony 
Ave., offers a variety of programs 
for seniors in the community. 
Here are a few ongoing events 
along with some others starting 
soon. Unless otherwise noted, 
these programs meet at the Mer-
riam Park Community Center. 

Call 651-645-7424 for more in-
formation.

Fall Salad Potluck Lun-
cheon and Apple Pie—Fri., Sept. 
15, 11:45am to 1pm. Bring your 
favorite salad to share. Bread and 
apple pie will be provided. Sign 
up at 651-645-7424. Cost is $3 
per person.

Reminiscence: School Days 
—Mon., Sept. 18, 11:15am to 
12:15pm. Bring a school photo, 
and memories of teachers and 
classmates.

Health Insurance Counsel-
ing—Thur., Sept. 21 and Oct. 19, 
10am to noon. Preregistration re-
quired. Call 651-645-7424 for a 
one-hour appointment. No cost.

AARP Smart Driver Four-
hour Refresher Course—Tues., 
Sept .  26,  f rom 11:30am to 
3:30pm. $20 per person. Call 
651-645-7424 to reserve a place.

Keys to Success Gala—
Thur.,  Sept.  28, at  5:30pm. 
Ticket price is $35. The gala is 
Keystone’s annual fund-raising 
event. An evening of friends, 
food, fellowship, and a chance 
for Keystone to showcase its 
projects and their impact on the 
community. 

Flu Shot Clinic at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, 1895 Laurel 
Ave., Wed., Oct. 4, from 10:30am 
to noon. Sponsored by the Mer-
riam Park Living at Home Block 
Nurse Program and Keystone 
Community Services Senior Pro-
gram. Cost is $38 if a flu shot is 
not covered by your insurance. 
Bring your Medicare card and 
your health insurance card. 

Speaker: Downsizing Made 
Easy—Mon.,  Oct .  16,  f rom 
11:15am to noon. A great way to 
make plans, set goals, and make 
a schedule. Learn where to do-
nate, recycle, and sell your items. 
Presented by Stephen Laliberte 
from Sort Toss Pack. No cost, but 
please call 651-645-7424 to re-
serve your place. 

Halloween Party—Tues., 
Oct. 31, 12:15-1:45pm. Enjoy 
a lunch of spaghetti, meatballs, 
salad, bread, and Halloween des-
sert. There will be prizes and fun. 
Costumes welcome! Cost is $8. 
Sign up at 651-645-7424. 

Meals on Wheels—Fresh, 
hot, cold, or frozen meals are 
available on a daily basis. Cost 
determined on a sliding fee scale. 
Available to all who need nutri-
tious food in their lives. For more 
information or to sign up call 
651-298-5493.

Merriam Park Library 
schedules events
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Mar-
shall Ave, has scheduled the fol-
lowing events of note:

Fami ly  S tory t imes  a re 
planned on Fridays, 10:30-11am. 
You can spend time sharing sto-
ries, songs, and rhymes with your 
child while building a founda-
tion for reading success. Pre-
schoolers, toddlers, and babies 
are welcome.

Paw Pals with Katie and Ker-
rie is scheduled for Thur., Sept. 
14, 6-7pm. Read to a friendly 
dog who loves to sit and listen 

to stories. For young readers ages 
6-12. Please register by calling 
651-642-0385 or stopping by the 
library service desk.

Open Lab for Writers is held 
on Thursdays, 10:30-noon. There 
is no instructor. The lab is an 
opportunity to meet, discuss, or 
work on whatever you’re writing. 
All styles are welcome. 

Tablet/Smartphone Help 
Clinics  are held Thursdays, 
10:30am-12:30pm and Saturdays 
from 11:30am-12:30pm. The 
clinics are for ALL tablets and 
smartphones. Bring your ques-
tions, problems, and concerns. 
If we can’t answer the question, 
we’ll find resources or organiza-
tions that can! No registration 
required. 

Merriam Park Book Club 
will meet Mon., Sept. 25, 6:30-
7:30pm to discuss “The Boys in 
the Boat: nine Americans and 
their epic quest for gold at the 
1936 Berlin Olympics” by Daniel 
James Brown.

Refugees need  
clothing, other items
Jehovah Lutheran Church is gath-
ering clothing, cleaning supplies, 
personal grooming items, bed-
ding, dishes and small appliances 
for Congolese refugees arriving in 
the Twin Cities.

The ingathering is for the 
Center for Employment and Ed-
ucation Development Services 
(CEEDS), which maintains an of-
fice at the church and works with 
refugees from the African nation 
troubled by years of civil war.

Donated items can be left 
at the church’s Donation Center, 
indoors to the left of the entry 
at 1566 Thomas Ave. Call the 
church at 651-644-1421 to set up 
a drop off time. 

CEEDS also accepts monetary 
donations. Checks can be made 

Frogtown Farm awarded $50,000 Super Bowl legacy grant
The Minnesota Super Bowl Host 
Committee (MNSBHC) Legacy 
Fund today awarded Frogtown 
Farm with a $50,000 grant to 
help build an outdoor kitchen 
and education space. This grant 
marks $2 million in funds donat-
ed so far to Minnesota communi-
ty projects focused on the health 
and wellness of kids. 

Frogtown Farm is one of the 
largest urban farms in the coun-
try. Many community members 
participate in growing the food 
while meeting neighbors and 
learning from one another. The 
new outdoor kitchen and edu-
cation space will help the farm 
engage more of the Frogtown 
neighborhood in healthy eat-
ing practices by introducing new 
ways for residents to incorporate 
organic, healthy produce into 
their diets. When the kitchen is 
completed this month, it will 
help the farm’s community de-
velopment process by celebrating 
the diverse cultures represented 
in the Frogtown neighborhood, a 
community in which 42 percent 
of residents live below the pov-
erty line. 

The grant is part of the Min-
nesota Super Bowl Legacy Grant 
Program, which is made pos-
sible each year by a $1 million 
contribution courtesy of the NFL 
Foundation and is complement-

ed by the Super Bowl Host Com-
mittee. Through its 52 Weeks of 
Giving campaign, the MNSBHC 
has launched a year-long effort to 
make Super Bowl LII a statewide 
event by awarding 52 commu-
nities with grants that will help 
improve the health and wellness 
of young people in Minnesota.

“We have a lot of kids in our 
neighborhood, 35 percent of res-
idents are under 18,” said Eartha 
Bell, Executive Director, Frog-
town Farm. “This grant helps us 
to reach more young people and 
families through our communi-
ty-based education. By bringing 
together neighbors to learn and 
share healthy, affordable and cul-
turally-specific recipes we build 
community connections and in-
crease access to healthy foods. 
The education space and kitchen 
will impact skills and knowledge 
in a positive way, so these young 
people can then share what 
they’ve learned with their fami-
lies and the community.”

The education space will 
serve many purposes to bene-
fit the health and wellness of 
Frogtown residents. Skill shar-
ing, workshops, certifications, 
demonstrations, event exhibits 
and volunteer opportunities are 
all part of the education pro-
grams the outdoor kitchen will 
facilitate. It will also serve as an 

event food service space, where 
cooks can prep and prepare 
food to serve to visitors during 
farm-wide events. A small meet-
ing area will also be constructed 
to give people a place to sit and 
bond with their neighbors.

“Understanding where your 

food comes from is so important 
to the overall health and wellness 
of a young person,” said Dana 
Nelson, Vice President of Legacy 
and Community Partnerships for 
the MNSBHC Legacy Fund. “We 
are pleased to make this grant 
and help Frogtown Farm expand 

and provide new resources and 
access to a healthy lifestyle to res-
idents of St. Paul. The host com-
mittee is so excited to celebrate 
the Legacy Fund’s $2 million 
milestone today, with the young 
people and families of the Frog-
town community.” 

School board candidates meet in forum
Students for Education Reform 
(SFER), a nonprofit that orga-
nizes college students on issues 
related to K-12 education, host-
ed the Education Justice School 
Board Candidate Forum on Aug. 
30, which joined four St. Paul 
school board candidates and over 
50 community members to dis-
cuss the issues the St. Paul School 
district faces in the upcoming 
school year.

School board candidates 
John Brodrick, Jeannie Fos-
ter, Andrea Touhey, and Marny 
Xiong, shared their thoughts on 
how to move the District forward 
and took questions from com-
munity members. 

Candidates agreed on the 
pressing need to close the Dis-
trict’s staggering achievement 
gap and protect undocumented 
students. They also agreed on 
the need to address declining en-
rollment but disagreed on their 

role in collaboration with public 
charter schools to serve St. Paul 
students. 

All candidates expressed a 
need to learn from the success-
es of public charter schools, 
with Director Foster and Marny 
Xiong calling for collaboration 
between St. Paul district and 
charter schools. Andrea Touhey 
was the only candidate who did 
not commit to serving all stu-
dents who reside in St. Paul; in-
stead committing to serve only 
the students who attend SPPS 
schools. 

Three of the four candi-
dates were supportive of school 
resource officers in schools; Di-
rector Foster expressed that she 
did not support the police in 
schools. 

In addition to communi-
ty questions, SFER Action Net-
work Minnesota fellows—who 
canvassed over the summer—

informed the questions asked 
during the forum. They sur-
veyed more than 1,500 St. Paul 
voters on their thoughts about 
the school district. Some of 
their findings included that St. 
Paul families urgently want St. 
Paul Public Schools to close the 
achievement gap and that school 
climate is a problem for many 
students and families who don’t 
feel safe in St. Paul schools. Both 
these findings and the candidate 
forum will inform what issues 
SFER Minnesota will take on 
in the coming year to hold the 
St. Paul Board of Education ac-
countable to meaningful chang-
es on behalf of students. 

To view photos from the 
event, please visit SFER Min-
nesota’s Facebook page. You 
can also watch the event in 
its entirety at www.facebook.
com/191401847544695/vid-
eos/1640551105963088.

Continued on page 13
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Dall’s Sheep born at Como Zoo
A snowy white female baby Dall’s sheep 
was welcomed into the world Aug. 2 
and is now prancing about in her home 
at Como Zoo. The yet-to-be named 
baby can be seen scampering around 
the exhibit she shares with her mother 
“Storm,” her father “Thunder,” and her 

one-year-old sister, “Rainy.”
Dall’s sheep are most notable for the males’ (known as rams) 

massive curled horns. Females (known as ewes) also carry horns, 
but theirs are shorter and more slender and only slightly curved. 
Until rams reach the age of 3 years, they tend to resemble the ewes 
quite a bit. After that, continued horn growth makes the males 
easily recognizable. Horns grow steadily during spring, summer, 
and early fall. In late fall or winter, horn growth slows and eventu-
ally ceases. This start-and-stop growth results in a pattern of rings 
called annuli which are spaced along the length of the horn and 
can help determine age. The typical gestation period for a Dall’s 
sheep is 175 days and yields one baby. 
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Free art and tech studio for grades 5-8 starts Sept. 26
Starting Tues., Sept. 26 and running 
for ten Tuesdays until Nov. 28, poet 
and performer Becca Barniskis will 
collaborate with musician Nick 
Jaffe to run the Word and Sound 
Lab, an open studio workshop for 
youth grades 5-8 that explores the 
intersection of poetry, sound, and 
video. This studio program will be 
held after school from 4:30-6pm 
Hamline Midway Library, 1558 W 
Minnehaha Ave. There will be a 
final public performance on Tues., 
Dec. 5.

iPads and other tech will be 
available to use, or participants 
may bring their own phone, laptop, 
tablet, or notebook. This activity is 
open and FREE for grades 5-8. No 
registration is necessary; just show 
up. Participants can attend one ses-
sion or attend them all. 

Specifically, participants will be 
introduced to poetry as a literary, 
performance, and digital medium 
by working with GarageBand and 
iMovie and other digital interfac-

es as a way to amplify their poems 
with visuals and music. Participants 
can quickly begin to experiment 
with conventional and unconven-
tional musical and poetic concepts 
through the use of digital looping 
and editing.

The Word and Sound Lab, 
organized by Barniskis, is funded 
by an Arts Learning grant that she 
received from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board. In consultation with 
Hamline Midway library staff and 
her partner, musician Jaffe, she con-
ceived of the lab as a place that will 
function on a studio model, with 
an emphasis on student-initiated 
and student-directed individual and 
group work. Student-directed pub-
lic and semi-public performances 
and less formal open studio events 
will also be a regular feature of the 
lab program and will be designed 
to include the broader commu-
nity. Emphasizing youth empow-
erment and free expression in an 
unrestricted civic space (a library) 

is vital in the current political cli-
mate when public support for art 
is under threat. This project gives 
St Paul youth the tools and time to 
make original art alongside their 
peers and professional artists.

Grade 5-8 youth in the Ham-
line Midway neighborhood repre-
sent a diverse cultural and econom-
ic group with a broad range of cre-
ative ideas and impulses. The Word 
and Sound Lab hopes to develop 
the artistic vision, skills, and habits 
of local youth in an in-depth way. 
That not only empowers young 
people to make art on their own 
terms, it also supports the library’s 
stated vision to be “a cornerstone 
of a thriving city: welcoming people 
of all ages and cultures; strength-
ening neighborhoods and learning 
networks, and inspiring all with 
the world of ideas.” With the Word 
and Sound Lab, young learners will 
have additional opportunities to 
experience the Hamline Midway 
branch, and libraries in general, as 

sites not only for reading and learn-
ing but for making and sharing 
original art.

Each session will be coached 
by Barniskis and Jaffe. 

Barniskis is a poet, performer, 
filmmaker and arts educator who 
lives in the Hamline Midway com-
munity. For almost 20 years she’s 
taught poetry to students of all ages 
and at all educational levels, from 
Pre-K to undergraduates to adults 
in public schools, libraries, and 
community centers. She is a wide-
ly recognized curriculum designer 
and arts education consultant with 
particular expertise in the teaching 
artist field, including co-authoring 
the foundational text, “The Teach-
ing Artist Handbook” with Jaffe.

Barniskis’ poetry is widely pub-
lished in literary journals and her 
chapbook, “Mimi and Xavier Star 
in a Museum that Fits Entirely in 
One’s Pocket.” was published in 
2013. Barniskis performs regularly 
as a poet and singer with Down-

range Telemetrics, a collaboration 
with Jaffe and others, and Pan-
cake7, a funk/rock group she co-
leads with Jaffe. 

Jaffe is a professional musician, 
audio engineer and Illinois licensed 
K-8 teacher. For over 15 years he’s 
taught music, digital recording, 
video, and the physics of sound 
to students of all ages in schools 
and many other contexts. He has 
worked for more than two decades 
in a wide variety of musical con-
texts including as a sideman and 
band leader for many years in the 
Chicago soul, hip hop, funk world 
music and rock scenes. He has per-
formed and collaborated with a 
wide range of artists on stage and 
in the studio including such major 
label artists as Common, Ice Cube 
and Dwele, as well as doing music 
for film and advertising. His edu-
cational guitar-centered YouTube 
channel, Justnickmusic, has over 
50,000 subscribers and 6 million 
views.

First buildings to come down in preparation for soccer stadium 
By JANE MCCLURE

Part of Midway Center is now 
under the control of Minnesota 
United FC lead owner Bill McGuire. 
A master lease agreement, signed 
just days before an Aug. 20 project 
deadline, allows for the demoli-
tion of Rainbow Foods and other 
businesses to the east. That, in turn, 
allows for construction of the new 
$200 million Allianz Field stadium 
to move forward.

The master lease affects 15.6 
acres of the property bounded by 
St. Anthony, Snelling and Uni-
versity avenues and Pascal St. Mc-
Guire and RD Management, one 
of the New York-based entities that 
own the shopping center property, 
reached the agreement.

The new master lease means 
that the St. Paul Port Authority, 
which worked for several months 
with the shopping center owners 
on a similar agreement, now steps 
away from that aspect of redevel-
opment.

The Port had worked for 
months on a master lease with the 
potential to purchase the property. 
Since March those talks had includ-

ed Milwaukee developer Irgens to 
redevelop the entire shopping cen-
ter with Minnesota United. But that 
package was never finalized.

Port Authority President Lee 
Krueger confirmed the new master 
lease. “What this means is Bill Mc-
Guire struck his own deal.”

Minnesota United, RD Man-
agement and most business owners 
and managers aren’t commenting 
about the new master lease, not 
returning calls and declining com-
ment when questions are asked at 
individual stores. Rainbow Foods, 
Home Choice rental center, Pearle 
Vision, Midway Pro Bowl and Wal-
greens appear to be the affected 
businesses. Home Choice has al-
ready moved out and is telling cus-
tomers to visit their Roseville store.

Minnesota United issued a 
statement after the master lease 
news, saying, “We are continuing 
to work with the landowner as part 
of moving the stadium project for-
ward.”

Midway Pro Bowl co-owners 
Scott Koecheler and Alan Loth have 
been the most vocal about their 
lease termination, confirming that 

they have been given 90 days to 
move out. 

Koecheler and Loth an-
nounced that while they intend to 
pursue all legal options, and will 
offer open bowling and single-day 
events for the time being, they 
won’t schedule leagues for 2017-
2018. They’ve asked bowlers with 
equipment in lockers to come and 
pick up their things.

“It has been a pleasure to be 
part of the community,” they said 
in a statement posted on social 
media. “It’s very difficult to go out 
like this.” They have owned Mid-
way Pro Bowl since 1983. The busi-
ness opened in 1960. One chal-
lenge they face is how to remove 
everything within 90 days.

The August 20 deadline called 
for the soccer stadium developers 
to have site control of the property 
they needed for that aspect of the 
project. Heavy construction began 
on the stadium earlier this summer, 
but without site control, Minnesota 
United and lead contractor Morten-
son Construction couldn’t pull per-
mits for the northernmost two acres 
they need to complete the stadium 

itself. Those permits can now be is-
sued by the city.

McGuire can now choose 
whichever developer or develop-
ers he’ll work with to redevelop 
the property he controls under the 
master lease. That property includes 
the western part of the shopping 
center and parking. It doesn’t in-
clude land in the northeast cor-
ner of the site and along Snelling 
that was split off a few years ago. 
Those properties include the Big 
Top Liquor building and the former 
American Bank. Nor does it include 
the easternmost part of Midway 
Center, where businesses can con-
tinue to operate.

When work on a master 
lease began earlier this year, Port 
Authority and Minnesota Unit-
ed officials emphasized the com-
plexity of the deal. Midway Cen-
ter is split into different parcels 
with different ownership struc-
tures and different mortgage is-
sues.

Existing Midway Center leas-
es, and how those are structured 
for termination, are another factor. 
Port Authority documents released 

earlier this year indicate that the 
shopping center was bringing in 
out $2.3 million per year.

How to respond to the 
change in the master lease is an 
issue for a Union Park District 
Council  (UPDC) and Ham-
line-Midway Coalition task force. 
UPDC Executive Director Julie 
Reiter said the group has been 
focusing on community benefits 
and what those mean when the 
stadium opens. Scrutiny of small 
business impacts, assisted by a 
Macalester College class, starts 
this fall.

“There are questions about 
what happens to the businesses 
and if any can stay in the Cen-
ter or have to close,” Reiter said. 
Members of the UPDC land use 
committee agreed that they’ll 
have to watch issues play out.

Kruger said that no matter 
who holds the master lease, it 
means that the stadium construc-
tion can proceed toward a 2019 
opening and that seeing the proj-
ect move ahead is what is most 
important. “That’s what’s positive 
here,” he said.

out to CEEDS and left at the 
church office or mailed to the 
church, 1566 Thomas, St. Paul 
MM 55104. Contacts include 
Pastor Justin Byakweli, 651-230-
8957, justin.byakweli@ceedsusa.
org; or Shirley Dorow, dorow@
csp.edu.

A performance of 
ballet and boxing
“The Art of Boxing and the Sport 
of Ballet” will be a night to ex-
plore the form and function of 
the dancer and the athlete. The 
performance is planned for Sat. 
Oct. 14, 7pm, at the High School 
for the Recording Arts, 1166 Uni-
versity Ave. W.

Enter  the  arena- theater 
where you can hear the perform-
ers breath and feel the emotional 
power from the ring or the stage. 
It’s a dance, a workout, a match 
and performance that highlights 

the grace and dynamism of 
movement.

St. Paul Ballet’s Artistic Di-
rector, Zoé Emilie Henrot and El-
ement Boxing Director, Dalton 
Outlaw bring together boxers 
and dancers to share the spot-
light and highlight the grit and 
grace needed to stay on your feet 
for 3 acts or 6 rounds.

Tickets of $50 includes one 
complimentary cocktail or bev-
erage, self-service hors d’oeuvres 
and petit fours buffet and gener-
al admission row seating. Other 
table options (hightop table for 
4, $300; or for front row table for 
6, $600) are available and you 
can call 651-757-6878 for full 
details.

 

Homeward Bound 
sponsors two classes
Homeward Bound Theatre Com-
pany will offer “Magic and More” 
Tuesdays, October 3, 10 and 17, 
6-7:30pm at the Langford Rec-
reation Center, 30 Langford Park. 
Ages eight through twelve will 

amaze their family and friends 
when they share with them illu-
sionary secrets. Participants will 
learn how to do the basic tricks 
they are familiar with, as well as 
new ones. This class will help de-
velop their self-esteem by acquiring 
a new skill that will enhance their 
personality. Remember, magicians 
never reveal how a trick works! 

“Dabbling in Songwrit -
ing” will be presented on Tues-
days, October 10, 17, and 24, 
3-4:30pm at the North Dale Rec-
reation Center, 1414 St Albans St. 
N. Open to ages 14-18, they will 
learn how to take those melodies 
that play in their heads and put 
them down on paper. You don’t 
need to be able to play the piano 
or guitar to become a songwriter. 
No previous experience is nec-
essary. Students will have a fun 
time as they learn the “do’s and 
don’ts” of songwriting. Bring a 
guitar if desired, but not manda-
tory. 

For more information call 
Langford Recreation Center 
at 651-298-5765, North Dale 
Recreation Center at 651-588-

2329, or register in person at 
any rec center or online at www.
stpaul.gov/activityregistration.

“Heart of Europe” 
focus of Offering
Twin Cities’ longest continual-
ly-performing chamber music 
ensemble The Musical Offer-
ing announces its 47th season, 
“Chamber Music From the Heart 
of Europe.” 

Continuing a tradition of 
combining a variety of music 
from a specific geographical area, 
The Musical Offering (TMO) 
will present beautiful pieces of 
music written by Central Europe-
an composers for different com-
binations of strings, winds, and 
piano. All four concerts of its up-
coming season take place 3pm 
on Sundays at Sundin Music Hall 
on the campus of Hamline Uni-
versity ($30/$10 students). The 
first concert, “Home and Family,” 
will be held on Sun., Sept. 17.

TMO’s annual food & wine 
concert ($60, all-inclusive) will 

take place on February 11, 2018.
“Chamber Music from the 

Heart” includes stunning piec-
es, many of which were locked 
in Central Europe until recently. 
The names Leoš Janácek, Erwin 
Schulhoff, Erno Dohnányi, and 
Josef Suk might tantalize music 
aficionados, and rightly so: these 
lesser-known composers impart 
lively emotional character, strong 
flavors, and other twists and turns 
that keep listeners engaged. More 
recognizable composers like An-
tonin Dvorak, Bela Bartok, and 
Frédéric Chopin, also on this 
season’s lineup, provide an entre 
for casual music-goers to discov-
er more about these often-men-
tioned-but-never-studied titans of 
classical music. Among this dis-
tinct heritage sits tastes of more 
familiar western music, such as 
American jazz, as well as pieces by 
people like Beethoven who often 
traveled to that part of Europe.

Full program information, 
tickets, photos, musician biog-
raphies, and more can be found 
at musicaloffering.org. Click here 
to download a digital brochure. 

In Our Community
Continued from page 12
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Classifieds
Want ads must be received by the Monitor by October 2 for the October 12 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information.  

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor's website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.comMonitor
Monitor Want Ads are $1 per word 
with a $10 minimum. Send your 
remittance along with your ad to 
Monitor Classifieds, 125 1st Ave. 
NW, PO Box 168, Minneapolis, 
MN 55369. Want ads must be 
mailed to the Monitor by Oct. 2 
for the Oct. 12 issue. Ad copy can 
be e-mailed to denis@deruyter-
nelson.com. Call 651-645-7045 
for more information. Your classi-
fied ad will also be automatically 
placed on the Monitor’s website at 
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a Personal 
Touch. Legal Services in the areas 
of: Small Business, Wills and 

Trusts, Probate, Real Estate, and 
Family. Kirsten Libby, 855 Rice 
Street, Suite 100, St. Paul, MN, 
651-487-1208 www.libbylawof-
fice.com. B-17

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage 
near Snelling and University. 
Short term or long term. Heated 
and unheated available. 570 
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166. ham-
lineparkstorage.com. 9-17

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, Yard/Gutter 
Cleaning. Roof Snow/Ice.. 651-
688-9977. B-17

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional office space 
with free, attached parking. Single 
offices up to10,000 sf. Building 
information available at ham-
linepp.com . Contact Eric with 
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 9-17

PAINTING
Interior Exterior Painting / Repair. 
Wallpaper Removal, etc. Gutter 
Cleaning. Insured. 651-699-2832. 
B-17 
 

Painter Jim. 35 years experience. 
Small painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514. 9-17

WINDOW CLEANING
Larry’s Window Washing - You 
will see the difference. Inside and 
out. 651-635-9228. 10-17

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,

STEPS,  
NEW OR REPAIR,

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements any size

BRICK, BLOCK & 
STUCCO REPAIR

Over 25 years experience
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

New Safe Routes to School Policy Plan approved by City Council 
By JANE MCCLURE

Getting more students to walk, 
bike or take transit to school is the 
goal of St. Paul’s newly adopted 
Safe Routes to School Policy Plan. 
In August, the St. Paul City Coun-
cil unanimously adopted the plan, 
which has been in the works for 
several months.

Having the plan in place has 
been a long-held goal for many 
community members and city lead-
ers. It gives the city a needed tool 
when seeking state and federal 
funding for improvements to help 
children get to and from schools 
safely, said Council President Russ 
Stark. But he cautioned that de-
mand for projects greatly outweighs 
available funding.

“There’s so much interest,” 
Stark said. “We hear so many re-
quests from parents.”

Some Safe Routes work hasn’t 
waited for the plan. The city will 
soon improve pedestrian infra-
structure near Expo for Excellence 
and Washington Technology Mag-
net schools using $1.3 million in 
funding from the federal and state 
governments. School district and 
city officials are working togeth-
er on three school-specific Safe 
Routes plans at Chelsea Heights, 
Bruce Vento, and Farnsworth Upper 
schools.

The 54-page plan was de-
veloped by a steering committee 
of city, county, school district and 
community representatives. It out-
lines dozens of possible strategies 
to promote safe walking and biking 
to school. The plan includes ideas 
for all of the jurisdictions to im-
plement, ranging from a focus on 
pedestrian safety when streets are 
reconstructed to changes in poli-
cies to include more walking and 
biking.

Faye Simer is the city’s pedestri-
an safety coordinator in the Depart-
ment of Public Works. She said the 
plan is a comprehensive look at a 
number of safety measures that can 
be implemented by the city, St. Paul 
Public Schools and Ramsey County.

“This plan will guide how we 
support walking and biking to all of 
our schools,” Simer said. It ties into 
the city’s comprehensive plan, as 
well as the citywide bike plan and 
a future citywide pedestrian plan. It 
updates policies on issues including 
crosswalk marking, school speed 
zones and traffic enforcement as it 
relates to safety around schools.

Simer cautioned that with 
about 80 public schools, “We’re not 
going to get to them all at once.” 
An assessment will be done at each 
school, to see what the needs are.

National statistics make a 
strong argument to get more chil-
dren out of cars and onto the 
sidewalks. The percentage of chil-
dren walking or biking to school 
dropped precipitously within one 
generation, from 48 percent in 
1969 to 13 percent in 2009.

According to studies, children 
who walk or bike to school arrive 
alert and able to focus on school-
work. These same children are 
more likely to be at a healthy body 
weight, demonstrate improved test 
schools and better school perfor-
mance, and get most of their daily 
60 minutes of physical activity 
going to and from school.

The plan ties into several ex-
isting programs. The school district 
uses the “Walk! Bike! Fun!” curric-
ulum to educate students on traffic 
rules, bicycle handling and mainte-
nance, and safe walking behaviors. 
Some schools have bike fleets for 
use in student education and en-
couragement activities.

Many schools participate in 
the national Walk/Bike to School 
Days in October and May. Schools 
compete for the Walk/Bike to 

School Day Traveling Trophy by 
promoting the day and conduct-
ing remote bus drops, allowing 
students to take the bus partway to 
school and then walk. More than 
3,000 students at 17 schools partici-
pated in spring 2017.

Information collected from 
student parents and caregivers 
found that fear of crime or violence, 
distance, the safety of intersections 
and crossings, and speed/amount 
of traffic along the route, are com-
mon barriers for parents allowing 
their children to walk or bicycle.

Addressing the concerns at 
schools will take outreach an 
messaging. Organizing children 
in “walking school buses” so that 
groups walk together, and making 
neighborhoods more attractive 
are among the measures that can 
be taken. Infrastructure improve-

ments including the installation of 
sidewalks where there are none, im-
proved crossings, and other physi-
cal changes can also make walking 
and biking safer.

The policy plan is built on 
what is described as the six E’s: 
1) Education programs for children 
who bike and walk to school;
2) Encouragement of walking and 
biking;
3) Engineering of projects to im-
prove biking and walking;
4) Enforcement of laws to ensure 
safe streets;
5) Evaluation of strategies to help 
understand if programs are effective 
and sustainable; and 
6) Equity so that all St. Paul resi-
dents can take advantage of safe 
routes to their schools.

See the plan at www.stpaul.
gov.

EPA jumps in with $1.6 million to clean toxic Midway site
By JANE MCCLURE

The abandonment of drums 
and open vats of toxic chemicals 
at a shuttered Prior Ave. metal 
electroplating facility has left 
some neighborhood residents 
and nearby business owners with 
questions and angered elected of-
ficials.

The past few weeks have 
meant a flurry of meeting and ac-
tions centered on conditions at 
the old Plating Inc. plant at 888 
N. Prior Ave., just south of Pierce 
Butler Route. The federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has had to step in, which 
what it calls a “time critical” re-
moval and cleanup plan. The 
EPA has indicated that the work 
could take up to 65 days.

More than 80 open vats and 
76 sealed barrels must be re-
moved from the building. The 
metal plating process involves 
several hazardous chemicals. The 
chemicals were left behind when 

the plant closed. The open vats 
contained caustics, chromium, 
and cyanide. It’s also believed the 
walls of the 21,00-square foot 
building contain asbestos

A community meeting was 
held in August, and federal, state 
and local officials continue to 
monitor the situation. The old 
cinderblock building has housed 
a plating shop since about 1938. 
It most recently handled zinc 
and chromate plating of alu-
minum products. The business 
closed and was abandoned in 
the spring of 2016. The business 
owner told EPA officials he had 
no money to clean up the haz-
ardous materials left behind.

What sent up red flags for 
neighbors and elected officials 
is that the building has been the 
subject of break-ins, with thieves 
in search of copper pipes to re-
sell. The EPA has hired a security 
firm to guard the building.

EPA officials have also gone 

door-to-door in the residential 
neighborhood to the east to 
tell neighbors what is going on. 
Neighbors have been told that 
there will be regular air moni-
toring done as the chemicals are 
removed. The EPA has also in-
formed neighbors that there are 
contingency plans in case of any 
emergencies. The cleanup will 
take place during weekday busi-
ness hours and should be done 
by year’s end.

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum, 
who hosted the August neigh-
borhood meeting, called for the 
U.S. Attorney’s office to look 
into criminal charges against the 
company owner. EPA documents 
indicate that Ron Glebus is the 
former chief executive of Plating 
Inc. He could not be reached for 
comment.

In her letter,  McCollum 
wrote, “The decision by the 
owner of Plating, Inc. to aban-
don 82 open vats and 76 drums 

of toxic chemicals is an envi-
ronmental crime that must be 
prosecuted. The fact that indi-
viduals walked away from vats 
and drums containing sodium 
hydroxide, chromic acid, sodium 
cyanide, sulfuric acid, hydrochlo-
ric acid, nitric acid, chromium, 
and zinc without informing reg-
ulators or public safety officials 
is an act of negligence and public 
endangerment.”

The EPA has allocated $1.6 
million to clean up the site.

The Midway area has had 
several metal plating plants over 
the years. Only a few remain. 
While it’s unusual for a plant 
owner to just shut the doors and 
walk away, it isn’t unheard of in 
the Twin Cities. Plant closings 
and cleanups typically involve 
the EPA.

To reach contacts for the 
Plating,  Inc.  cleanup go to 
https://response.epa.gov/site/
site_profile.aspx?site_id=12315.
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held, and discussions continued. 
Sochacki completed pedestrian and 
cycle counts at the intersection in 
March, April and May 2017. Stop 
For Me held an event encouraging 
vehicle drivers to pay attention to 
pedestrians in the crosswalk. 

And with all these entities 
working together, it was determined 
that flashing lights at the intersec-
tion of Pierce Butler and Hamline 
were needed. 

“Saint Paul Public Works is 
installing enhanced crossing treat-
ments at the intersection of Ham-
line and Pierce Butler as part of an 
effort to improve the crossing of 
Pierce Butler for school children, 
pedestrians, and cyclists,” said Ben 
Hawkins, an engineer with that de-
partment. “This crossing is an im-
portant route for children going to 
the two schools that are in the En-
ergy Park area because it is the only 
way across the railroad between 
Snelling and Lexington. It is also an 
identified route in the Safe Routes 
to School program as well as the 
Saint Paul bike plan.”

“Pierce Butler is one of the 
higher speed roadways in St. Paul 
and was previously part of a project 
to improve the pedestrian crossing 
several years ago,” Hawkins contin-
ued. ‘The previous project installed 

a center lane concrete median ref-
uge to reduce the crossing distance. 
The current project will install a 
rectangular rapid flashing bea-
con (RRFB) device at the crossing 
as well as two times a day activate 
school speed limit zone flashing 
signs.”

Hawkins described the RRFB as 
a push button activated system that 
will flash LED lights to help alert 
drivers of pedestrians crossing Pierce 
Butler, and the school speed limit 
zone flashing signs will flash during 
the times of day when the reduced 
speed for children going to and from 
school is active. Hawkins noted that 
there are RRFB devices currently in-
stalled at Raymond and Gordon as 
well as just south of Grand Ave. on 
Snelling and at the intersection of 
Johnson Pkwy. and Ames.

“The project to install these 
devices is being paid for by Ram-
sey County Public Works and St. 
Paul Public Works,” Hawkins said. 
“Work has begun at this time, but 
we are still awaiting delivery of the 
actual crossing device hardware. 
The manufacturer we ordered the 
hardware from has received a large 
number of orders this year and is a 
bit behind on delivery, but we will 
complete the installation as soon 
as the remainder of the hardware 
arrives. I anticipate project comple-
tion within the next three weeks or 
so, which is now the expected deliv-
ery date.”

Jeremy Ellison, Toward Zero 
Death Grant Coordinator of the St. 
Paul Police Department (SPPD), 
emphasized that pedestrian safety is 
a priority for the city and the police 
department. ‘We are committed to 
making sure our community is safe 
for everyone to walk, bike, roll, and 
drive,” he stated.

He cited recent statistics show-
ing that as of July 15, 2017, there 
have been 106 pedestrians and an 
additional 50 bikers who have been 
struck by drivers in St. Paul. “This is 
an increase from 2016 numbers,” 
Ellison confirmed. “There is a na-
tional trend showing an increase in 
pedestrian crashes.”

He said the SPPD has been 
partnering with the community, 
schools, nonprofits and anyone else 
who is passionate about pedestri-
an safety. “Together, we have done 
over 100 pedestrian safety events 
this year,” he said. “The goal is to 
raise awareness and teach pedes-
trians how to safely cross the road, 
as well as doing enforcement for 
drivers who fail to stop for pedes-
trians who are crossing the street in 
a crosswalk. We take great care to 
make sure that drivers have plen-
ty of time to safely slow down and 
stop for pedestrians who are in the 
crosswalk, making a safe stopping 
distance using an orange cone so 
that pedestrians and police know 
when a vehicle has had enough 
time to stop.”

Ellison said he is excited about 
the work that has happened at 
Hamline and Pierce Butler. “I know 
that changes in the signage and the 
addition of an RRFB are all going to 
teach the kids how to safely cross the 
road, which will extend far beyond 
just this one intersection,” he said. 

“Projects like this are great sto-
ries to tell when we need to find the 
secret recipe for success,” he said. 
“There was a lot of work done by 
the community to show the need. 
The County also did a great job of 
partnering and listening to the con-
cerns and then making meaningful 
change to prioritize the most vul-
nerable road users.” Ellison added 
that he is hopeful that this type 
of action can continue to happen 
throughout the City as all work to-
gether to improve the safety equita-
bly for everyone.

Regarding bikers using Pierce 
Butler and Hamline Ave., Luke 
Hanson, who works for the City 
Public Works Transportation Plan-
ning and Safety Division, said re-
cent projects near that intersection 
include bike lanes installed on 
Hamline between University and 
Minnehaha in 2016. “Another proj-
ect is a biking and walking connec-
tion between Pierce Butler and the 
Lexington Pkwy. Bike/Pedestrian 
Bridge,” he said. “This year, Ramsey 
County is also planning on install-
ing bike lanes on Pierce Butler Rte.”

County Commissioner Janice 

Rettman said that with this project, 
it has been good to see democra-
cy in action. “Everyone came to 
the table,” she noted. She said that 
Great River School has increased ex-
ponentially in population, and the 
speed limit and types of traffic on 
Pierce Butler had to be enforced to 
make things safer. 

“It is incumbent on the person 
crossing the street to push a but-
ton,” she said. “And the school is 
making teaching this to kids a part 
of the curriculum.”

She also emphasized the 
cost-sharing between the county 
and city for the project. 

“We also need to be respectful 
of drivers wanting to get to work,” 
she said. ”All of us have to modify a 
twitch for it to work best for every-
body. Everyone has something to 
give here—everyone has had a part 
to play.”

That was reiterated by Sochac-
ki, who is finally seeing her years of 
concern about the traffic conditions 
and safety of children using the 
Pierce Butler Rte. bear fruit. She is 
hoping the flashing beacons will be 
installed by Oct. 4, National Walk 
to School Day. She is working with 
other schools to commemorate 
that event, celebrating the health 
and environment of the schools 
by promoting walking. And, she 
is celebrating how a community, 
working together, can make a dif-
ference.

The Como Community Council 
holds a special election on Tues., 
Sept. 19, to fill a board vacancy 
from Sub-District 4 (Energy Park 
and South Como). The election 
takes place at 7pm, before the 
monthly board meeting at the 
Como Park Streetcar Station. 

Candidates: You can find 
information about candidates 
on the District 10 website: www.
district10comopark.org. (Write-
in nominations will be accepted 
from the floor the night of the 
election.) 

Voting: Any Sub-District 4 
resident at least 18 years of age 
is eligible to vote; so are repre-

sentatives from businesses or in-
stitutions based in the Sub-Dis-
trict. The boundaries are Dale on 
the east, Snelling on the west, 
and the two sets of BNSF rail-
road tracks on the north and 
south.

Get rid of your Junk in October
St. Paul’s annual Reduce & Re-
cycle Citywide Drop Off Event 
at the State Fairgrounds is Sat., 
Oct. 7, 8am-1pm. 

Some basic information: 

Volunteer: We need volun-
teers to help staff the event. If 
you volunteer: 1) you receive 
a voucher allowing you to dis-
pose of one load for free; 2) 
we feed you; 3) you help a lot 
of people in a short amount 
of time. Volunteers must reg-
ister in advance. Shifts are 3.5 
hours—a morning shift and a 
not-so-early morning shift. To 
volunteer, fill out the form at 
www.district10comopark.org/
volunteer_form.html or contact 
the Como Community Council 
office at 651-644-3889. 

Disposal:  Residents can 
dispose of appliances, electron-
ics, furniture, tires, demolition 
debris, scrap metal, and other 
household refuse you cannot 
put in the trash. There’s a set 
fee per item or per load. For 
full details on what items are 
acceptable, and what they cost, 
see the city’s All-In web page: 
stpaul.gov/recycle.

Seniors: If you are 65 or 
older and can’t make it to the 
Fairgrounds, arrange a “senior 
pick up.” You’ll have to pay the 
same fees as everyone else, but 
District 10 will try to pick up 
your discards for free. Contact 
the Como Community Council 
office at 651-644-3889.

Renters, what’s on your mind?
Do you rent in Como? District 
10’s Neighborhood Relations and 
Safety Committee wants to know 
what you think about living in 
our neighborhood. To start the 
conversation, take our survey: 
What do you like? What would 
you improve? What’s a priority 
for you? Tell us your opinions—
and feel free to share the survey 

with other people who share a 
wall, ceiling, or floor with you. 
Find the survey at www.survey-
monkey.com/r/RentInComo.

See us on Sundays
The Como Park Streetcar Station 
is open every remaining Sunday 
in September from noon-4pm. 
Stop in to learn a bit about the 
history of Como Park, pick up 
replacement organics recycling 
bags, an organics recycling start-
er kit (including a plastic kitch-
en bin), or just share comments 
and suggestions with a District 
10 board member who’s on staff 
that day. The Streetcar Station is 
at the northeast corner of Lexing-
ton and Horton. (Beginning in 
October, the Streetcar Station is 
open only on the first Sunday of 
the month.)

Upcoming District 10 meetings
• Como Community Council 
Monthly Meeting: Tues., Sept. 19
• Environment Committee: 
Wed., Sept. 27
• Neighborhood Relations and 
Safety Committee: Tues., Oct. 3
• Land Use Committee: Wed., 
Oct. 4

All meetings begin at 7pm 
at the Como Park Streetcar Sta-
tion, which is at the northeast 
corner of Lexington and Horton. 
Community members are always 
welcome to attend and partici-
pate. Whenever possible, agen-
das are posted in advance in the 
“Board News” section of District 
10’s website.

Flashing lights
Continued from page 1

Special Board election scheduled Sept. 19

Como Community Council Corner
By MICHAEL KUCHTA, Executive Director

St. Paul’s annual Reduce & Recycle 
Citywide Drop Off Event at the State 
Fairgrounds is Sat., Oct. 7, 8am-1pm. 
See the news item for more detail. 
(Photo provided)
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TopLine Federal Credit Union offering finance workshop next month
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

TopLine  Federa l  Credi t 
Union is offering a workshop 
called, ”Improve your Cred-
it Score” on Wed., Oct. 18 from 
6-7:3pm at the Historic Street 
Car Station, 1224 Lexington 
Pkwy. N. The workshop is free 
and open to members of the 
community over the age of 16, 
as well as TopLine members. A 
financial educator from nearby 
Lutheran Social Services will lead 
the session. 

Vicki Erickson, vice presi-
dent of marketing and commu-
nications and president of the 
TopLine Credit Union Founda-
tion, said, ”We’re dedicated to fi-
nancial literacy for all ages.”

Toward that goal, TopLine 
holds 12 workshops each year 
in the metro area for adults and 
many more for youth. “In addi-
tion to the workshops we plan,” 
Erickson explained, “we wel-
come opportunities to be invit-
ed out into the community. Our 
staff can speak to many differ-
ent topics including retirement 
planning, college funding, under-
standing mortgages, and small 
business development. We’re also 
able to partner with local attor-
neys to help people better under-
stand how to manage their assets, 
determine which estates will best 
suit their heirs, or to write health 
directives, powers of attorney, 
wills, and trusts.”

Erickson said, “The first 
question we will ask is, ‘How can 
we help you improve your finan-
cial situation?’” To learn more 
about scheduling a community 
presentation, email Vicki Erick-

son at verickson@toplinecu.com.
T h e  C o m o  b r a n c h  o f 

TopLine Federal Credit Union is 
located at the NE corner of Lex-

ington Pkwy. and Front St. 
We pride ourselves on being 

local, member-owned, and not-
for-profit.” said branch manager 
Diane Monson. “To join, every-
one deposits $5 in a shared, se-
cure savings account. Every mem-
ber of TopLine is considered an 
equal member, no matter how 
much they invest. We have five 
branches in the metro area, and 
more than 40,000 members. We 
manage more than $400,000,000 
in assets.”

Monson explained, “The de-
mographics of our five branches 
are very different; we’re located 
in St. Paul, Edina, Brooklyn Park, 
Maple Grove, and Plymouth. It’s 
not uncommon for a person to 
come into one of the branches 
who is in their 50’s and has never 
had a credit card. We have noth-
ing to measure their credit by, 
even if they’ve done a great job of 
paying their bills and staying out 
of debt, but we can help anyone 
build a credit score.”

“A person can start with 
something as simple as a se-
cure VISA card and a $500 cred-
it limit,” Monson said. “A cred-
it score ranges from 350-800. If 
your credit score is low, it may 
be difficult to rent an apartment. 
If you try to apply for a car loan, 
your interest rate may be high-
er. A credit score is perceived as a 
yardstick for measuring how well 
you manage your finances.”

Er ickson added,  “When 
I talk with students out in the 
community, I tell them that 
a credit score is kind of like a 
walking GPA. I think we need 
to do a much better job of mak-

ing our young people financial-
ly literate. In the United States, 
there are only 17 states that re-
quire a financial literacy class to 
be taken in high school. Minne-
sota is not one of those states. 
What I encourage parents to do 
is to get their kids a low balance 
credit card ($300 limit), so they 
can practice paying their bills on 
time, and understand how the 
interest rate will impact them if 
they don’t. A national law was 
enacted in 2011 that prevents 
a young person from getting a 
credit card in their own name 
before their 21st birthday.”

“When we hit the 2008 re-
cession,” Erickson continued, 
“a lot of people got scared and 
moved from credit cards to debit 
cards. It’s very important to un-
derstand that using a debit card 
does not affect your credit score 
positively or negatively. In other 
words, it does nothing for your 
credit score—and you have to 
have credit to get credit.”

M o n s o n  u n d e r s c o r e d , 
“When someone comes in to 
apply for a home mortgage, 
they need to show proof of 
three (what we call) trade lines: 
either a credit card, a car loan, 
a student loan, or another line 
of credit. We caution everyone 
to avoid minimum payments 
whenever possible, and to man-
age their spending so that they 
can pay off the full balance every 
month.”

To register for the commu-
nity workshop on Oct. 18, email 
rsvp@toplinecu.com. Space is 
limited, and refreshments will 
be served.

Como branch manager Diane Monson (left) and vice president of mar-
keting and communications Vicki Erickson agreed that, “One of our core 
values at TopLine Credit Union is people helping people.” (Photo by Margie 
O’Loughlin)


